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DEPOSE A BRX X 


2 8 : 8 
. Warsaw Prime Minister Rakowski {la. R 


{Pholu: Just el 
راه“‎ 


Warsaw’s MORN 
flexible line 
towards Bonn 


(marr relations «rd again Duık- 
ing progress afer û time of setbacks. 
Iks in Bonn betwcen Boun Chincel- 
lor Helmut Kohl und Pûlish prime Minis: 
ter Mlicczyslav Rakowski pave the way for 
the finalisation of agreements which do 
justice to the interests of both sides, 

4Ã visit to Warsaw by Chancellor Kohl 
before the 50th anniversary of the Ger'man 
invasion of Poaland could reaffirm the 
quality of these relations. 

The clıange in climate has been made 
possible because forces have emerged in 
Warsaw which are not only interested in 
milking all benefils possible from Ger- 
many by harping on the German-=-Polish 
past. 

Flourishing cooperation iş only con- 
ceivable if both sides look to the future. 

The Germans still living in Poland — 
whose existence was officially denied by 
the Polish side for many years —— must he 
allowed to learn German at school, to buy 
German books and magazines ‘and to at- 
tend German-language church services. 

‘A German-Polish youth exchange’ proc 
gramme and a Goethe Institute in Warsaw 
should be just as much a maltér of course 
is a place of commemoration for the Qer- 
maf resistance, 

` Kohl told Rakowski this, and the iattér 
apparehtly understood. ' 

‘This will stiriulaté closer economic and 
Financial cooperation, something’ Paland 
need so urgently, ' 

` A' precondition is that Warsaw realises 
the limits to what, Bonn cûn do.Thê aim 
cannot be' to Keep bn. poiiring mammoth 
credits into a bottomless pit ن‎ 2 mistke 
made in the past: + 
' ‘This'ts something Warsaw ا‎ seems to 


9: 0 Bernt Conrad 
٠ e . (Dig Well, Bon. 21 Jınuary 1989) 


. live ippreclated.. ` 
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A WEEKLY REVIEW OF THE GERMAN-PRE 


Not poles apart, after all . . 


comed to talks in Bonn by Chancellor Kohl. 


ence on lhe already established cor= 
nerstones of conimon Ssecurily and dis- 
armament policy. will play an impart-= 
MU rol. 

Nevertheless, the foreign policy sig- 


‘nificance nf the Rireh Acntinisirution. 


und, in the final analysis, the coherence 
uf the Aantic alliance, will depend un 
how it copes with (he other legacy of 
lhê lasl cig ycarz: the chronic trade 
defitlrmd'rkre™vision”" evuked_b 
himsell of soil considerations In & 
country in which the poor have be- 
conie poorer. 

It is here that a link between Ameri- 
can approaches to solving problenıs 
and inlernational, especially Euro" 
peùn, economic developments is indis- 
putable. 

The changing of the guard in Wash- 
ington should also prompt Bonn to 
take stuck of the state of German-Am- 
erlcan relations, The last few weeks 

Continued on page 5 
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Ihe Bush era begins with : 
a promise of continuity 


GeneralAnjeiger 


This is more a case of fixing desir“ 
able coordinates within which the 41st 
President of the United States will 
move and for which he may develop 
the same “excellent political sense of 
hearing" (Pravda) as his predecessor, 


The corresponding assurance by 
President George Bush indicates the 
retenticrn of foreign policy continuity. 

A glance at {he new faces in the poli- 
lical mıuragement in the immediatê vi- 
cinity of George Bush, in the State De- 
partment and in the National Security 
Council shows an undisputed predoım- 
inance of the elite of the political intel- 
ligéntsii ecchucated nt the lvy Leugue 
univvrsitics oF the East Coast. 

Expuricnce is mobilised and utilised 
which dates back the Kennedy and 
Kissinger Yaiurs, 


Page a~——Nuither Reagan's successor nor {he 


alliance partners need worry about the 
foreign policy legacy lett behind by hu 
Rengan Cri. A 
ls foundations are rooted in the re= 
ustablishêd sclf-confidence of a nation 
humiliated hy Vietııam and Watergate. 

[t is tlso0 based on a successful alli- 
ance policy as well as on disarmament 
cuncepts which were eventually seri- 
ously considered by the leader of the 
uther suptrpower, 

The new Administration will need 
lime to define ils positions in the field 
of ECusi-West relations. 

lts contacls wilh European alliance 
partners, and undoubtedly its influ 


1 mesî unusuil commentary on 
Lıthe change of leadership in Wush- 
lon could be hearcl in Moscow. 

` reluted to the outgoiug, not to the 
moming president. 

Pravda wrote: “We must udmit that 
not only often underestimated Ro- 
ald Reagan, but thai we also viewed 
imin an oversimplified light." 

Some weslern observers must have 
galled their own assessments is the 
Wiet comntenlutor continued: 

"We tonk his simple uppearance fur 
nplicily, bis rhetoric for his philoso- 
¥. his demonstrilive toughness far 
k of flexibility." 

l seems fuir tu assume tut the 
nathtaking spirit of plusnost and per- 
Toikû will not let itself be delayed by 
J nostalgia about the qualities of an, 
tthe end, highly respected partner it 
western supuerpuwer's helnt, 
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to policy of nationalisation 
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Nursing-bottle syndrome 
blamed for serlous damage 
tO teeth and guıns 


‘The old men of East Berlin 
want to keep their Wall 


nadze, would cause even more probing 
with the ODR population. 1 

` This explains why they keep on saying: 
No way, friends”, and will continue lo 
say so as often as necessary. 

In daing so, they dort mind presenting 
themselves as, the "bailiffs ofa past system 
gf çdercion”, aş labelled by the chairman 
of the CDU parliamentary party, Alfred 
Dregger, , of, as the, “Ulbrichts of the 
1980s", (said the chairwoman of the intra- 
German committee, Hoppe, FDP). - 


' Wall remains Wall, Hopefully, ‘the - 


Bonn politicians from All parties will .rer 
member this, when they, visit, the: Leipzig 
trade fair i in eighi, weeks — for the sake of 
û şmile trip Honeekêr..:, NT 

„ ..(Franklurter Allgemeine Zêjtung 
fe Dqutschland, E 


men in nit ast Bein Com. 


built, They were also reminiscent of the 
Stalinist habit of responding ta undesired 
argunıents by using knock-down argu- 
ments, for example, that the. United States 
also try to keep out Mexican immigrants 
or that the GDR must be protected against 
Western Européan drug traffickers, , 
Such . outbursts in East Berlin, make 
observers in the West wonder whether 


` they are to. be. interpreted as a. sign of 


weakness Or 4 sign of strength. It would 


be advisable, pot, to belieye. the former 


Pe ob, 
The qi 
miünişt Party know {het thé wall gives.them 
thelr only true protection, They r need,İf,. 

. Their asseşsment işcorrect., ‘thai even 


the sli test sign of 2.çhangê, of opinion, . 
3 e ina regia ù j, Se : 


onecker 'hag insisted oh ithe sovereign . 


E YCirs ABU, the Western powers in 
Berlin again raise (he issue of {he 
Berlin Wall, 
Then in June last yenr, Bonn Forcign 
Nlinister Huns-Dictrich Genscher suicl in 
peech in the East Gefmûn cenlre of 
Pottdam, just outside’ Cast Berlin, that 
, he Wall was a relle fram the Past. 
Now the Wall is a constant theme. 
Ulgoing US Secretary of State George 
lltz used some very harsh words. when 
Spake about it. 
FE € evasive response by ê Soviet 
relat Minister to tlye question must 
COMG,aš an even grealer shock (o 
١ € East Gehqan leadership. e 
: ا‎ said thêt one would have to .see 
ether there are continued reasons for 
, existence. 


` East Berlin party leader leader ‘Erick 


, RAO the. GDR 
o keé e Wall for the 
< Nex 50 or’ 100 yjèars, ' 8 ا‎ 


Hig’ brutal: ‘choice 
أ‎ of word; E the 
memory of thê j year in which the: Walls was 
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during the Gulf war the ‘chemicals 
branch joined lhe “Australian Initia- 
tive™, 

This group ol nineteen western 
nations hes issucd n list ùf forty sul- 
stances which cun be used tD produce 
weapons and which should only bê ex- 
ported with particular caution. 

The VCI sent a circular to all its 
members recommending that they only 


® INTERNATIONAL 


Contradictions plus dribs and drabs of 
truth in the Libyan factory affair 


onn Finance Minister Gerhard 


B= HOME AFFAIRS 


`` SPD rejects call for return to a 
policy of nationalisation 


ple-use chemical ethlylene dichloride clarification of the affair in the near fu- 


approved by 13 voices to eight with three absten- 
tions. This was a success for deputy chairman Os- 
kar Lafontaine and his markc(-oriented ideas. But 


۱ Ar Attempt tè rolntroduce a clause favouring na- 
tonulisatian into (he Şoclal Democrat's policy pro- 
, RC hag falled, A‘connıission set up to exaniioe 


: pulley hus finally approved n nıanifesto after three 


supply the listed products t0 Known 
clients and for known usages. 

The recommendation was worded as 
follows: 


turê. 

He has cut himself off completely 
from the outside world and is nat avail- 
able for interviews with journalists. 


via an Eshborn-based haulage contrac¬ 
tor. 1 

At the moment there is no indication 
that any of these firms could have 


Stoltenberg is known for his res- 
1raint. His announcemenî on 16 January 
that he was unwilling to go into the “cri 
minal details” in the chemical weapons 


an attempt by a lefl-wing member, Peter van Ocrt- 
zen, arid some trade unionists to push through a 
clause in favour of nationalisation was beaten. Ba- 
sically, nationalisation was jettisoned by lhe party 
in 1959 at lis historic Bad Godesberg conference 


“In business transactions involving 
chemicals mentioned on the list erm 
closed we recommend particular cau 
tion regarding the question of customer 
reliability with respect to aspect of non- 


affair involving the West German firm known what is actually being produced 
Imhausen Chemie came as no surprise. in Rabta. Not so in the case of [mhaus- 

He did, hawever, say: "We must work en 
on the assumption that the factory is a 
plant in which poison gas can be pro- 


Another firm is also being talked 
about. The small engineering firm [ntec 
Technical Trade und Logistik Gesells- 
chaft mbh domiciled in the Vaterstetten 
(Bavaria) informed the German weekly 


years of deliberation. Party chairman Hans-Jochen 
!Yogel suys 95 per cent of the draft programme. 
ıshich has (o be approvod by a party conference. 
There is every indication herë that jas unanimously accepted by the commission. 


the firm played an important role in the 


(Phot: dpi) 


The pariy's experience in the fitld of 
nuclear energy, once so highly praised 
by the SPD, has heen a lesson 1o many. 

The finalisaltiaun ûf {he wording af 1h 
party progranmvw, which is to pruvide i 
basis up 10 and beyond the year UUM, 
makes it uasy to Understand those Soc iil 
Democrats who question the menuinpg- 
fulness of the whole prujeect. which mily 
provide ureuler clarity, bul hits upencel 


up ald sores. Stee Mfetrronet 


OSUeurlcr uilung. Jt Jury Jm, 


Vogel (left) and Lafontaine present-‏ . ن 
Ing tha SPD draft policy programme.‏ 


proach, an approach 
favoured by former 
pariy chairman Wil- 
ly Brandt, the SPD 
tries to pacify the 
“traditionalists” . as 
well as the "moder- 
nisers." Vogel and 
Lafontaine don't ap- 
prove of this labell- 
ing of the various 
currents of thought 
in the party. Lafontaine's elegant jine of 
argument that any modernisation musi 
be based on tried and tested tralitiuns 
cannot hide what the discussions abou 
the party programme have cXposed. 

The SPD is finding il difficult to shed 
idealagical ballast. 

The search far u Hew concept uf prug- 
ress will remain arduous ûs lung as the 
SPD is unable to decide which lechno- 
logical devclupmenks it should support 
uud which it should reject. 


r >.‏ ااا 


Now on 1o 1980. 


| Controversial passages relating lo the relationship 


. military use.” 


when the party abandoned all Marxist policies and 
drew up n social market platform. 


market economy, such ‘as FDP leader 
Count Otto Lambsdorff, agree‘that the 
programme moves in the right direction. 

Count Lambsdorff cannot say much 
more than that for fear of upsetting his 
conservative coalition partners. 

It's hardly surprising that the SPD has 
no intention of entrusting all policy 
fields to market forces but calls for 
greater intervention in the environmen- 
tal and social policy fields. 

No German political party wants to 
do away with a framework of goverı- 
ment influence altogether. 

Sceptics who don’t trust the market 
economy postulations by the Social 
Democrats find plenty to quibble about 
in the programme. 

The draft pruğramme states, for €x- 
umple, that public ownership may nat 
only prove expeclient but also essential 
if û “healthy regulation of econonic 
power" is no longer guaranteed. 

With the help ul û4 “buth=iund" iap- 


feeling that ihe Opposilion puarly of tOdiuy 
could be {he government of luMurrouw:. 
Altheughrthe SPD may bive giiiucd ù 
great deal during recent years — anı aware- 
ness of a distinct identity inside the parly 


7P 
as a whole — there is still no firm convic- 
tion that the SPD is the best choice, 

The party still has lo work on getting 
the message across to the voters I1hat ils 
internal regeneration has turned it into a 
votable alternative. 

The two big parties must not only find 
a way of tackling the friclion and conflict 
inside their own parties. 

They must also fight against rhe gener- 
al disenchantment with politics and poli- 
tical parties, diserchantment which is hy 
no means unjustified. 

There is a great temptation to move in- 
tp position by simpÎy flogging çertain 


¬ Pre-election year — time for 
parties to Trout 


assessment of their own abilities. The 
conservative union cannot be certain that 
the government's tax and health reforms 
will be understood and appreciated by 
the voters as a course of consblidation 
for heglth costs and the willingness to in- 
vest. 2 a 
Even if it cutrent popularity How im 


' proves during the course of the year il is 


still faced by the problems which almast 
always confront parties in government — 
as shown in the cûse of the SPD during 
the final years of the SPD-FDP coalition. 
` The‘ discrepancy becomes’ clear be- 


0 FDP Epiphany meeting in 
Stuttgart traditionally represents the 
beginning of the party-political year in 
Germany. But what kind of year lies 
ahead? | 

Tııking the various elections as f yard- 
stick, it looks like being quiet. 

Apart from the Berlin assembly elec- 
tion this month, there are only a fev local 
government clections coming up. 

Ducs this mean therefore that this is a4 
hreather before next year, when there are 
four Laud eldctions and, as the culmina- 
tlon, the generalelection? ' : 


[between market forces and the government were 


— 


Chemicals companies should always 
then become suspicious of potential 
clients if they offer to pay in cash, VCI 
expert Burgdorf warns. 

As, for example, in the case of Gad- 
dafi and Imhausen partner, Barbouti. 

These recnırıurendations and criteria 
also apply to tlyv firms affiliated to the 
VCI which export chemical plant and ; January after three years of preparation. 
machinery as well as chemicals. Piecyk didn't reject the draft because of 


lhe former chairman of the Jusos, 
the youth organisation of the SPD, 
Willi Piceyk, wus the only member of 
;the SPD's programme commission to 
vote against the draft of the SPD's new 

basic policy programme. 
It was accepted by the commission on |2 


without demanding a guarantee for a | that tle programme intended as a basis for 
certain line of production arouses suspi- | SPD policy during the next thirty years or 
cion. so is simply ino "short-winded.” 

There is, of course, no guarantee that The authors of the drafl progranme 
VCI members comply with these recom- f were not able 10 contro! their inclina- 
mendations. tion tu tHuminate every political detail, 

Nevertheless, VCI spokesman Volker | leaving nothing unexplained and litle 
Kalisch stated categorically that any [| scope for all 1oo broad interpretatiuns. 
firm which deliberately ignores the list Ar the same time they constructed 
does not deserve to be a member of the | programmatic snares in which future 
organisation, SPD politicians may get tripped. 

VCI officials have not yet decided The overfulfilment of their tırget hy 
whether this principle should be applied | fhe comniission is not just the result uf 
in the case of VCI nıember Iinhausen. some love of Cxlcnsive formulaliuns tr 

They were extremely unnuyed about some desire l0 nike i really good in- 
pression. 1 

The final version of the texti will pruh- 


ls “unjustified - scrolling of 
the media" and his “absolute refusal to 
provide information.” 

A further unusual aspect is that ln 
hausen has not so far taken up the VCI 
offer to support the firm in word and 
deed, 

This offer only applies under the con- 
dition that Imhausen is nol involved in 
shady dealings. 

There is no perfec means of preven- 
ing abusive practices in le ficld of ex- 
ports. 

lf potential chemical wen pons produ- 
cers ProcUurd tquipment throughout the 
world and in the form of different indic 
vidual compunems (hey urc unlikely ta 
stumble, 1 

Some of the miin suppliers are Ger- 
man mechanical engineering as well as 
plant and equipment manufacturers, the 
showpiece branch of the Fedloral Re’ i 


ably fil seventy type-wrillen Pugin. 

Its extensiveness reflects lhe difficult 
ies fucing a peuples party divested of 
government PûWer. 

It hits lo consider its traditiorts ds well ‘is 
kep pilce with sncial dvvelopniêens uit 
which it cannot exert tı clirect influence. 

This Fundamental conflict explains 
why nine comrades in the progranıme 
conmission clid not cxpressly Approve 
of the Final draft. 

This suggests lal son1e pretty heated 
Uiscussiuns can still he expectcU a1 grass 
foots level,’ 

Party chairmin Vogel hopes that the 
new parly programme will get the offi 
clal seal of approval af all delegates dutr- 
ing u purty conference scheduled t0 be 
hell in Bremen in Augtst. 8 


magazine Der Spiegel that it had “noth- 
ing to do with the construction of air- 
craft in Libya." 

. Now the firm with its staff of eight ad- 
mits that it is in the aircraft business 
with Libya. 

It claims that it delivered two trans- 
portable facilities to Libya for refuelling 
aircraft on the ground. 

In the meantime the Regional Fin- 
ance Office in Munich has taken a clos- 
er look at the business transactions of 
the Intec — on instructions issued by the 
Bonn Finance Ministry io June 1988. 

The inspectors suspect intec and its 
owner Eberhard Mohring of “unli- 
censed exports of various semi-manu- 
factures and manufactures of machinery 
and aircraft installations." 

There are fears that Intec may be sup” 
plying installations for mid-air aircraft 
refuelling and thus opening the way for 
Libyan MiGs to Tel Aviv. 

It is still not clear how many other 
firms are entangled in the affair, How 
could all these activities by-pass the su- 
pervision of the German authorities? 


$ ina aft possthivrTatmindividaalyinsile_.Hippansiie 


the Federal Republic of Germany took 
parl in protects jeopardising world 
peace, somethin ler~Helmiüt 


construction of the chemical pliant in the 
desert, which was probably built with 
the intention of producing chemical 
weapons. 

itis difficult to imagine that the firm's 
managing director, Türgen Hippenstiel- 
Imhauşen, knew nothing about this. 

His statement at any rate that he has 
“nothing, absolutely nothing” to do with 
the project is obviously a lie. 

The Customs Crime Investigation Iın- 
stitute (ZKI1I) in Cologne found evidence 
of extensive correspondence belween 
imhausen and Barbouti’s firm I1BÎİ with 
clear reference to the project “Pharma 
150" in Libya during iis inspection of 
the office of IBI's former tax consultant, 
Harry P. Meyer. 

Hippenstiel apparently did every- 
thing within his power lo cover up his 
business contacts with Libya. 

This is the only explanation for the 
time and effort he invested in activities 
in Hong Kong, which would mıake no 
seıtše df all if his business connections 
to Libya were harmless: 

e !nıhausen'’s subsidiary 
Materiu-Medica-Cente 
deed, as claimed, operate a building site 
on a plot of land close to the Chinese 
horder. 


Pen-Tsao-= 


rgmwyhicîr 7 ™RONTTEgards as inconceivable? 


The chemicals industry is certainly 
not that profit-hungry. After the Feder- 
al Republic of Germany agreed in the 
treaty on the Western European Union 
(WEU) in 1954 to refrain from the pro- 
duction and proliferation of. chemical 
weapons, the German chemical industry 
always subjected itself to the annual 
checks by the WEU arms contral office, 

The chemicals industry accepted 
these controls without exception and 
voluntarily. 1 

The know-how about the “relevant” 
chemical reactions, however, is still 
available today and is applied; for ex- 
ample, în the production of pesticides. 

As Martin Burgdorf, the chemical 


“just happens" to bear the sante Hume ds 
plant: “Pharma 


“ست سر 


e The firm is pretty unusual in other 
respecls, t00. 

The Pen-Tsao manager, a Hong Kong 
Chinaman with a British passport by the 


` DIEĞEZEFT- 

name of Daniel Cheng, resides in a tiny 
otfice on Kowloon's Chinatown. 

He is also owner of the Dee Trading 


duced.” 

So far the Bonn government has been 
cautious in its assessment of suspicions 
that German firms not only supplied the 
Libyan leader Colonel Gaddafi with a 
factary for production of chemical wea- 
pons, but also İn its handling of the 
“whole truth", 

The truth tamc in dribs and drabs, 
generally in Gontradictions and as rule 
only after Ihe press had speculatively 
spread out thé news in its headlines. 

, After the New York Times First ran ù 
report about'the Libyan conncction of 
the Black  Furest chemicals firm Im- 
hausen on 1 January the government in 
ın» xagifirnled one day later that Pre- 
itt ° gould Reagan had informed 
sider grior Helmut Kohl about this su- 

char; cn 15 November 1988. 

sPûut a week Inter Bonn government 

.kesman Friecdhelm Ost announced 
ıl Bonus Federal Intelligence Service 
(BND) had already reporled Inrhuusen’s 
possihle cunitucts with Libya ut the unl 
of September 1988 and nıid-Oclober 

UONR. 

Threg days luer.Stolteuberg came up 
wiih the version that thé first lip-off on 
ihe firm's aciivity in Libya was given at 
the beginning of AugUsL. 

This information policy, .which-ean= 
not he explained by merely refirring in 
cı fıne-taclicai considerations, have even 
more surprises in slore, 4 : 

Stoltenberg precluded such a deve- 
lopmeut during his press conference by 
stating that "the criteria for the political 

debate change very fast.” 

What Bonn neceds are clcar export 
policy criteria to prevent the kind of 
ambiguity which makes technology mer- 
cenarics and other “dealers in death" 
feel certain that German authorities will 
turn a blind eye lo dubious export acti- 
vities. 

Such ambiguities in the legal stipul- 
ations in this field as well as in their 
practical application are (o blame for 
the fact there is slill no evidence in the 


1 
Anyone who orders such installations general disapproval. He simply felt 


‘tween the original expectations ‘aroused 
by the party. when It ‘was in opposition 
-and the achievements: accomplished un- 
der the'tonsirainis of day-10-day politics. 
A ğreat deal of the nationa!l-conserva- 
‘tive and the’ fundamentalist’ unrulihess 
within the conservative union at the md- 
ment has its roots in this discrepancy. 


No. Nothing could be more mistaken. 
It's obvious that 1990 will only prûvide 


Company, which tn its turn holds 4 
23.08 per cent share in the [mhausen 
Chemie GmbH. 
e When Pen-Tsao was founded in 
1985 the offical business purpose was 
to construct the “Pharma 150" in Hong 
Kong. 

When Hippensticl opened an account 


weapons control expert at' the Federa- lt now looks as İt a postponement IS 


tion of the German Chemical Industry 
(VCTI), explained: "Eight out of ten reac- 
tions have to be carried out anyway," 
The exporting of chemical agents 
which could be used to produce wea- 
pons, however, is subject to government 
restrictions. 


controversial issues to deaih Or engaging 
in strategic manosUyvres, .: - 0 
. This only !leadş t6 momentary suc- 
cesses, In the long run it leads to doubts 
about the credibility.of the parties. . 
ı What.is more, It degrades those efforts 
.of politicians and of politics which 


Imhausen case which can “stand up in a 
court of law." 

Regardless of whether the informa- 
tion can stand up in a court of law or nal 
one thing is certain: thirty West German 
firms supplied chemicals, blueprints 
and components for the Rabta chemical 


public of Germany. . NOL as improbable as he initially ber 
Ax opposed to export controls in the ! lievecl, E 

chenticals Industry, controls in this field | Oskar Lafontaine's modernised’ con- 

rarely lead to concrete sı!spicions, „ Cept of labour, which upgraded non- 
As Alexander Batschari, Spokes, ` tainful employment to such an extent 

for the Association of German Mechanr' | that he was heavily criticised by the 


Continued on page 4 irade unions, is unllkely to be the main . 


‘enougli timê for the' parties to put the fin”‏ ر 

ishing touches to their campaigns. 
‘What'they have to offer to the elector” 

ate and how thêy shapê up to ext year's 


1 
ni tiing i : : ni It’ still not clear .whether this conflict should be taken seriously. | : 
plant in Libya or for facilities in ihe im- at ihe Hong Kong subsidiary of the Nine highly explosive chemicals are Oneof contention. : can be neutralised. The danger of repeat-- . One party: will, of course, be: the win- E 
mediate vicinity. Schweizer Bankverein, however. h ly ali d ۴ ly “ 'b The dispute about the party's econ : 2 ا‎ 8 1: “h: 
The offical lv ied h ا‎ , Me only allowed to be exported following ¢ Wermon ril Une omic poli :, on the other hand ed disputes about political directions re- net; in: a.different respect, however, all o 
otlicat contractor was generally cisimed that the business purpose was an authorisation by the Federal Office | Fredrieh Reinecke Verlag GmbH, 3-4 Hartwlcuagtrsnde, Û | . e POMCY COurse, 0 8 mains a latent threat! ‘< „parties may turn out to be the losers, . YH j 
lhe Iraqi Ishan Barbouti and his com- “trade in chemicals and chemical in- for Trade and Industry in Eschborn O E TE RE E E OE Is by no means over. ٠ إِ‎ 


pany ishan Barbouti Industries (IBI). stallalions" and Editar-in»chief: Oito Heinz. Editor: Alexander Anthony. . elections has to be conveyed to voters The SPD for its part iş not only faced :: ; This' year there js.unlikely to.be any 


in another sectian 


Peter von Oertzen sounded the bat- 
“trade in chemicals outside of Hong 


Other industrialised countries  res- tle-cery.of former years this year: 


The. firms Raab-Karcher, Satorius trlct the exporting of a lot more chemi 


English iarguange sukt-sditor: Simon Burnelt. — ا‎ : 


e by the difficulties involved inejaboreting change pF government and the ‘highlights‏ ی م 


. 1 
: ا‎ 
Metallbau, 1 :: » Publlahed weakl {the second week .Î | .. ا‎ : : in-  ‘Both.of the big people's parties,’ the -a new party programme, ' i: am. . of the business of polities will only be an- sl 
n a a E E Aniwerp-basced shiopi e lenny, he econ e® I AON, ie irê veak f ا‎ E cDU and the SPD, 2 by no means ina : : These difficulties’ are. so substamial nounced but not effectecl. EEE | 1 , 
lin November 1988 te ` Hanover- pany 0 sir lel ا‎ 0 for example, imposed an Advartieing ratea jist 2 ۳ councils E ert as the position in which they can rely bh pres- {Hat the a e rel ن ا‎ [ 1 ُ 
bnsed Preussag AG supplied a drinking- componchts and machinery officially st IS a %4 minority demand"for a nationalisation of enting aconvincing picture, ’ 7 ‘1 . gùst to officially adopt the programme itact'e mafor tasks slic 88 he elo O ل‎ 
water processing plant for the town of destined for Pen-Tsao in Hong Kong ances to Iraq, Iran and Syria. Printad by CW Nlamgyar ruck, Hamil .Déspite differences in the popularity may have.to. be deferred, : و‎ pension š§cheme or of the youth welfare : ! 


he chemicals and pharmaceuticals indus- 
ines as well as of the banks: 

These dusty demands had really al- 
‘Teady been’ dropped: bythe SPD in its 
+ ` 1959 Godeèsberg Programme: 1.7 ' “: 
„i The commitment to competition anid 
, | Pluralism is so tlearly formulated that 
j en pronounced ' supporters of the 


Australia has export controls for thit- 
Libya. [ ty chemicals, and Gredceê also has 0 
Just before his recent arrest in Bel ter export checks than the Federal'Re- 
glum the mianaging director of Cross public of Germany, e 
Link admitted that he re-billed the 
traasporl documents accordingly. 
Hippenstlel is unlikely to provide any 


Disiributed In tha USA by: Maas MAILINGS, 'Ina., 540: ' 
West 24th Straet, Nay Cl ك‎ TOD _. : 

Pûaimseter: sand ciangë of ‘address tO The Gérman 
Tribune */, MAS M ILINGS. 0 1 : 
Artlclea ln THE GER TRIBUNE ara .tranala rom 
the original taxt ahd bubllaned by ajrebment with lasding 
neveapEpsfê in tha Faders! Republic of Germany. .  .- 


Garilan, five klontetres from Rabia, 

Via Imhausen the state-owned Salz- 
gitter Industricbau GmbH (SIG) sent 
planning documents worth roughly 
DM?7m and the firm Merck in Darm- 
stadt seni a cansignment of the mutli- 


«System ıand' all ‘the other reforms being 
considered’ by .the:.varjous:. ‘Bundestag 
committees. [ e 
.. ¦ Nevbrtheless, this will be an important 
year, Wel] Tenlise that in, 1#90,.'ı. . ;... 
EY Hermann Rudolph 
.{Sîdauısche Zeitung, Munich, 5 January 1989) 


``“ Party progrimmos and’ the associated 
dicussions only have indirecl and’catalyt- 
icoffecls,.. o a i ts Î 
1 ‘They can Jead:to:clarifications, speed up 
.the process qf defining the: crucial jssu¢s 
ahd allocate competences. wilhiri the party. 
. What they cannot do help creste.’n 


ratings of public ‘ûpion polls.they both 
have ‘one: thing in ‘common: they ‘are 4 
long way from being properly equipped 
for the fay i: 0 1 Mir a 
‘They aré troubled-by untertalnties j 
with respect to their election prGspedts, 
tke strûtegy they should :pursueıand' the 
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Yet the German chemicals industry 
does observe voluntary restrictions, ' 
After poison gas started ‘belû used 
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Balances and imbalances 
in Bonn-Washington link 


The assessment of the situation and 
future of German-American relation- 
seems to have been thrown off bal- 
ance. ' ' 

This explains why there is a need for 
a sense of political and historical pro- 
portions on both sides of the Atlantic. 

Over the decades there have been a 
series of undeniable paradoxes which 
the Ğerman-American partnership 
has apparently been able to live with: 

e. Germans .and Americans are reli- 
able friends — and yet they often find 
it difficult to understand each other. 
e Germans and ‘Americans live in ‘a 
security community ~ and yet doubts 
are repeatedly expressed about the se- 
curity policy reliability of the transat- 
lantic parlner. 
6 Germans and Amèricans are econ- 
omically have close cconomic ties — 
and yet both sides accuse cach other 
of wanting tö make profits ut the ex- 
pense of the partner. 
Americans have always found it dif- 
ficult to understand the İinner logic of 
torical success in the Atlantic com- Western European integration and ils 
munity. economic consequences — and the 

What is needed now is a sense of the Europeans haven" done all that much 
proportions of German-American to help them. | 
friendship. How does all this go together? 

A more careful look at the situation Friendship and misunderstanding, re- 
reveals that transatlantic ties were al- EE 
ways accompanied by such momentary ,' ا ا د‎ 
disturbances. DIE @WELT 

This. however, never really da- ** “ts Yantvear Harigenens TFs HSE on 
magued the pulitico-tuluri frame ofl ECAR 
realiable friendship. e 0 

Geı man-Amcrican relatinns defy 
simple descriplions. The complexity 
of this partnership repeatedly pro- 
duces misleading simplifications. 


in headlines on the German-A mer- 


Vague conjecture .in public. by Am- 


The events in Libya mingle with the 


People soon talk about a “trade 
war” or a ™Mow" in German-American 
relations — and all this in an era of his= 


. 
ee the e” e he 


liability and mistrust, cooperation and 
sharp criticism? | 

What-is-the-explanîtion for this par- 

` adoxical mixlure of ihe experience of 
friendly proximity and #elements vf 
clear a 1 

Anyone reading the headlines of re- 
cênt weeks will find no answer to this 
question. 

Their tenor symbolise the narrow- 
ing of interest to the selective moment 
in time, to the surface of an existential 
relationship whose really deep dimen- 
sions should be emphasised. 

The perhaps criminal activily of 
some business enterprise or even a4 
single weapon category or its moder- 
nisation will not be the basis of the as- 
sessment of lhe exemplary friendship 
between the’ Federal Republic of Ger’ 
many and the United States. 

The future of this friendship de“ 
pends on whether we can also sustain 
the vitality of the mental architecture 
of this .friendship in generations to 
come. . Toe. 5 

A partnership cûn only be success» 
ful if each parther.sees the world to a 
certain extent through the eyes of the 


unreliabilily or even of the Germans 
‘drifting away from the Atlantic com- 
munity. Or the gloomy vision of Amer- 
ica turning its back on Europe. 

This contrasts strikingly with the 
stability and power of German-Ameri- 
can friendship since (he war: 

As opposed to the dramatisation 
variant we find descriptions of har- 
mony, as if conflicts of interests and 
„differences of opinion should not exist - 
at all in friendly relations. 

Both approaches - dramatisation 


with reality. 


ease about‘ the German motor in the 
‘creation of a huge European internal 
market, a “fortress of Europe.” 

This is undoubtedly compounded by 
concern over the changed priorities in . 
for at the moment unchanged defence It is important’ tê include the perr 


efforts , spective of others into one's own way 
| : : 1 ٠ 


.' Bonn: will be unable to ignore this  ofthlnking. . .. ... 


real mood, : Is this bêlig'doie to Aan adequate 
Europe's growing role in the alliance degree? 


sult requlres-Amerlean backing with Bcrmips ‘the irltatlons of recenl 


weeks are reason ehoiügh to recall thd: 
:'glemientary basis.of our friendship. 
,ceivable: Initial misunderstanding would then 
i The change in the e lead to a' constrictive contribution 
EL RT a more solid, ` 'OWardş a Key aڂšet‎ fof the future of 
1 . 


اا ا ا ت 'and reliable mould.‏ 


"logue with Moscow would be incon- 


`. Werner Weidenfeicl : 


edhelm Kema 
Friedhelm Ker . ` {Die Welt, Bonn, 17 Janunry 1989) 


1 «(General-Anzeiger Doni, 21 January:} 989) . 


The author, Professor Werner Weiden- 
feld, is Professor of Political Science at 
Mainz University and Bonn government 
coordlinator of German-American culiu- 
ral relatlons. The article appeared In 
the national daily, Die Welt, 


irritations are .prevailing‏ ا 


ican dialogue. The language in the 
Shultz and Genscher became something American media is extreme. 

. It will take some time.before a refer- 
ence such as “Auschwitz in the sand” 
can be erased from our memory. 


erican politicians, ill-will on the Ger- 
man side; tlhe echo and: counter-echo 
resound across the Atlantic and stir 
the emotions.of millions. 

American displeasure al the European 


Community ban on imports of hor- 
moane-trenled meat. 


„and harmonisation — haye litle to do 


The Bush era begins 


. "oul which the new quality of the dia- 


even if the Americans remain silent so as 

not lo cause even more unnecessary da- 

milge. 

Where do these politicians want to 
lead the Federal Republic of Germany? 

What do these signs of unreliability 
means, especially in comparison with the 
increased activity in the field of Ostpoli- 
tik and the beating of the big drum for 
Gorbachoy in the West? 

Doubts haye long since been cast in 
Washington on Genscher's contribution 
in this context. : 

During recent years the experienced 
Foreign Minister found astonishingly 
little time to foster the German-Ameri- 
can relationship. 

The personal relationship belween 


between chilly and frosty, There. were 
times when Shultz refused to talk to 
Genscher. 

There must have been reasons for this, 
reasons which may be found on both sides. 

There is growing uneasiness in Ameri- 
ca about the zealousness of the German 
Ostpolitik and the fact that this is accom- 
panied by a reduced malerial and, more 
important still, immaterial German con- 
tribution ta defence. 

Pleasant-sounding and stereotyped pro- 
fessions of the lasting allegiance of the 
Federal Republic of Germany to the "west- 
ern community of values" are not enough. 

Genscher is armour-plated with bal- 
anced communiqué phraseology against 
which all criticism bounces off. 

One year ago in Washington, for ex- 
ample, he simply ironed over a question 
about neutralist tendencies in the Federal 
Republic of Germany. 

He said that the question hus not been 
directly or indirtctly addressed by tıny 
(American) pirtner in cliscussionns. 

He added hat this was impossible any- 
way, since he was une of the discussion 
partners and this subject is unlikely to be 
urt the agenda. He claimed that no-one 


٣ PERSPECTIVE 


A new start 
with a new . 


Administration 


` Fhe advent of a new Admıinistration in 
Washington gives Bonn an oppor- 


unity te make a new start in the field of 
German-American relations. : 
The conflict ‘about the involvement of 
German firms in the building of a poison 
gas factory in Libya have shown that this 


is urgently needed. : 


The way this controversy developed 
explains the discord. American suspi- 
cions were ignored in Bonn for months, 
according to some sources for one-and- 
half years. : 1 

' Finally, Secrelary of State George 
Shultz informecl Chancellor Helmut Kohl 
himself. 

This indicates that normal contacts be- 
tween Washington and Bonn had broken 
down somewhere along the line. 

The dispute about the presentation of 
“proof” revealed’ a lack of mutual trust, 
something whith is officially-denied. 

After all, Bonn Foreign Minister 
Hans-Dietrich Genscher was given an 
American “declaration öfٌtrust" in the 
Bann government by Shultz in Paris. 

Yet if the basis for relations is a trust- 
ing one why bother issuing such declara- 
tions? 

Admittedly, German-American rel- 
ations never were easy in the past tind are 
unlikely lo be so in the future. 

This is due to the difference in size and 
in the roles played in the alliance. 

A further factor’is the indivisibility of 
the right of disposal over nuclear wea- 


pons and business competion. 7 TTm——_wallld hit on such an “absurd idea.” 


Yet is the Idea so absurd in view of 
opinion poll findings in Germany on the 


assessment of thre two“superpowers-and uit is the frequent dramali= 
the revealed reversal of their assumed sation of the situatlo 


“dangerousness" for world peace? 

An illusionary revaluation of the con- 
ception of the world has come into vogue 
in German public opinion. Although the 
government in Bonn has nothing to do 
with this directly this in itself is disturbing. 

The government is not the opinion- 
leader; the government does not provide 
corrective stimuli; and ils Foreign Minis- 
ter refrains from warning about wishful 
thinking with regard to the Soviet Union 
and protecting the reputation of Bonn’ş 
chief ally. Giinther Gillessen | 

(Frankfurter Allgeıneine Zeilung 
für Deutschland, !7 January.1989) 


Continued from page 1 
have shown that these relations are by 
no means problem-free, `’ 
. The, verbal exchange of blows be- 


tween Bonn and Washington over ihe - ithe German discussion about lhe need . other pûrtner. 


alleged Germah supplies to. Libya's 
` chemical wêapons producêr.was fiot SO 
much the cause as the symptom;of Am- 
erican displeasure at what, colld, to 
use a football term, bê described as the 
Gëtmian pbsition öf “sweêper” İn ‘the 
fields’ of foreign and foreign’ trade 

olicy. ا‎ 
i ‘erîticism is þrimarily ‘levelled 
against thé fact that Bonn seems to bè 
orientating its political energy towards 


Gorbachov’s . dišarmiament : initlatives 


rather than towards sãfeguarding Nato 


strategies mit 
‘jn addition; there’is a feeling of url“ 


Slip-ups are always bound to occur inn 
the management of such a complex rela- 
tionship. 

All governments in Bonn occasionally 
had reason to complain about the volatil- 
ity of American decisions. 

The Americans for their part often cri” 
ticised the weakness of will and the egot- 
isms of the Europeans. On the whole, 
Washinglon showed patience. 

Behind the interest of individual nations 
in the alliance there is a greater interest iıı 
lhe western community of stales. 

How is all this viewed in the Federal 
Republic of Gcdrmany? 

There is continued evasiveness on the 
question of the successor to the Lance 
shorl-range missile. : 

A number of leading German politi- 
cians have characterlsèd this project as a 
circumvention of the INF treaty, as “rear 
mament” or as a “singularisation" of the 
Federal Republic of Germany. . . 

And what about Bonn's.refuşal to ex* 
iradite the Lebanese hijackers of an Am- 
érican airliner-and-the murderers of an 
American citizen? E 

Not to forget the hysteria of the Ger- 
man püblic — tolerated or laken adyan- 
tage of by most German politicians — 
with respect to anything which can be 
logicilly or not so logically linked with 
airtraft hise and low-altitude test flights. 

The reduction in training aid mano- 
euvres by the German armed forces ‘has 
caused uncertainty among Bonn's allies. 

' "The talk'about thê alleged “occupatioii 
mentality" of American commanders and 
the:pinch of venom in the complaints bY 
German’ politicians ‘about the :alleged 
“abk-'of "sovêreignty”:in the’ Federal Re- 
public of Germany have also upset trans- 
atlantic harmony. ١ 

The unjust interpretations are painful, 


1 
| 


إ 


1 Karl-Heinz Bischemann/Peter Seidlitz: ¢ : 
i’ ¦ `. (Plé Zel, Hamburg, 20 Janqary, 1989) .. 
ا‎ 
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tural cxchanges and town-twinning ar- 
rangements — has not healed the 
wounds caused by frustration and aNe- 


er in the GDR about the division of 


Germany, 

In fact, the policy made the wounds 
more visible. In the Federal Republic 
of Germany, too, this policy noi only 
resulted in a coming to terms with the 
division. 

It ‘also raised new question aobut 
about İt mieaningfulness, 

: Deutschlandpolitik, however, will 
continue to run its lacklustre Gernian- 
German (crawling) course in future. 
' For, no matter how you look at it, alt- 
ernatives are not in sight. 

In view of the changes in the rela- 
tionship between the two Germanies, 
this policy must explain anew what it 
can do and what is should not do. 

It will continue to be confronted by 

the dilemma of having an interest in a 
stable GDR — it can only pursue ga 
“policy on behalf of the people" if 
there is a predictable partner for nego- 
tiations — yet not wanting to stabilise 
the GDR leadership against the wishes 
and needs of the people of the GDR. 
.. The yardstick.for the success of this 
policy will always be whether it has 
really improved the situation of the 
people in the GDR. : 

In other words, shaking hands, 
drawing up agreements and exchang- 
ing. measured declarations, all too 
readily praised as the aşset side of 
Deutschlandpolitik, is in reality only a 
means to an end. 

If this policy loses sight of this fact it 
deforms itself and cannot conıplain 
about lacking persuasive power. 

The room to manocuvre for 
Deutschlandpolitik had undoubıedly 
increased during recent years. 

Yet it would be an illusion to believe 
i nial MifficiuHics have 

Hermann Rurlolph 
{Süddeuısche Zeitung, Munich, |6 Junuury [ONU) 


dinıinished. 


is a lasting policy of detente a reduction 
of ninety per cent is conceivable. 

The only remaining products on the 
list would be the particularly sensitive 
high technologies, whose export should 
be supervised as tightly ax possible. 

In Rode's opinion the muin question 
in this Field has nothing to do with new 
regulations on export bans nor with 
greater punishment. 

Should the government in Bonn only 
then take action if İl hax evidence whlch 
can stand up in û courl of law? 

. Rode's answer is: “If (he BND [inds.out 
that something is Laking place which is not 
İn the interest of German politics then he 
government could go lo the firm and Lell il 
to, stop it,.. Pd lik tû sce the managcr who 
doesn’t respuırl to such a move," 1 
. .The.extensive catalogue of government 
export promotion measures and the gov” 
ernment's research promotion programnîe 
¬. the. firm Imhausen has received aver 


. DM62m in Bonn research funds since 


1972 — justify the creation of an informal 
carly-warning system by the government. 
This would help in cases where, the 
laws controls are .not or cannob 
watertight enough to warrant calling 
the public EUG E ر‎ 
As Rode puts it: “To set up.such'an ear” 
ly-warning system you need nêw exporting. 


ethics. ‘This must exist inthe firms and 


among political decision-makers,’; ıi 

.. “In the light of our awgi history part of: 
this ethic must ,be' te; bemore careful: - 
when, if. comekitq:Gertain‘êxportg. than 
others. A firın :doesn't.go bust straight 
away if it loseg one contract.” 
Wolfgang HofpmanniNikolants Piperwith : ' 
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B= INTRA-GERMAN RELATIONS 


Critics say Bonn is getting little in 
return for its Deutschlandpolitik 


spond by showing even greater intran- 
sigence? As for Gorbachov's policy of 
reform, does it have to provide oppor- 
tunities for a solution of the German 


isn’t the opposite conclusion just as 
logical — that reunification seems even 
less probable than before, since Gorb- 
achov's reform policy would be unable 
to cope additionally with dissolution 
tendencies on the western fringe of the 
socialist empire? 

Behind the criticism of the previous 
Deutschlandpolitik there are no con- 
siderations or even a concept of how to 
overcome the difficulties this policy is 
up against. 1 

Nevertheless, this criticism should 
be taken seriously. 

It shows that this policy and the con- 
sensus on which it is (supposed to be) 
based have come up against their limit- 
ations. ا‎ : 

Following the creation of.a network 
of treaties, arrangements and talks be- 
tween the Federal Republic of Ger- 
many and the GDR as a basis for a 
sound Deutschlandpolitik the policy 
lost a great deal of its momentum. 

The small segment of acceptability it 
chiselled out of German-German real- 


5 nre 
tricted travel between the two coun- 
tries, cooperation in many fields, cul- 


There are other examples of delayed 
reaction. 

İn summer 1986 the Federal Intellig- 
ence Service (BND) already had serious 
suspicions that the Düsseldorf nuclear 
power dealer Alfred Hempel was in- 
volved in dubious export deals. | 

The usual memorandum found its 
way to Bonn as diary entry number 21/ 
88 of 7 July, 1986. 

With considerable delay. the memor- 
andum reached the department respon- 
sible in the Bonn Economies Ministry 
on 14 June, 1988, 1 ٠ 

, In line with the usual instructions iş- 
sued by a liberal Economics Minister 
the head of.this department made a note 
in the margin: 1 

“Hempel’s extremely good relations 
in trade, with the East bloc should be.an 
additional reason for not unncessarily 
subjecting his firm to a foreign trade in- 
spection,” 

This one sentence reflects the dilem- 
ma facing Bonn’s export policy, 

A simple foreign trade inspection, 
which virtually involves no more than a 
look through the books, is already re- 
garded in the Economics Ministry as a 
step which should best be avoided, 

Even peace researchers .agree to the 
claim that laws, stipulations and ‘con- 
trolling their. observation ‘can. never 
function perfectly. 1 2 
. In a study. on the extent and the im- 
pact of export controls Reinhard Rode 
from the Hessian .Peace rand. Confliet 
Rescarch Foundation even comes to the 
conclusion that at least forty.per cent of 
the products on .eXisting embargo lists 


should be deleted, e 
` In the iong.term and presuming there 


....Queştion?. . 


has benefited so much from intra-Ger- 
. man arrangements. They ask whether 
service and service İn return are fairly 
distributed. [ 
.„ Some critics go a lot further. In view 
of the stubborn refusal of the East 
Berlin leadership to open up to the 
changes taking place in the Soviet Un- 
ion and in other Eastern European 
countries, they maintain that it's the 
mohey Bonn gives Honecker which 
enables him to avoid such reforms. 

They claim,. therefore, that, con- 
trary (o its İntention, Bonn's policy 
towards East Berlin is not contribut- 
ing towards change but stabilising the 
system there. ۰ 

They say pressure should be exerted 
instead of trying lo seek a balance of 
interests. 

The movemenl emanating from 
Gorbachoyv's policy should be used to 
force the GDR to effect more changes 
and even to bring about a solution to 
the German Question. 

What better time is there to grasp 
the opportunity of turning Decutsch- 
landpolitik into more than just a repair 
institutioon for the otherwise accepl- 
ed dual statehood than when a great 
deal is beginning to sway in the East 
bloc anyway? 

The least such questions demand 
are questions in relurn. What signs are 
there.that 4 party leadership which — 
as İn East Germany — clings to pawer 
so fearfully and defensively will let it- 
self _be, pressurised _imo—makin 

changes? 


Isn't such a regime more likely to re- 


hardly any of the export restrictions can 
be changed, even shows a tendency to 
extend the range of blacklisted pro- 
ducts. 

This automatically leads to a greater 
number of loopholes, especially since 
the German supervisory authorities — 
both the Federal Office for Trade and 
Industry and the customs authorities — 
are undermanned, 

lı is still not clear which is the legal 
basis for action against Imhaıtsen. 

The German Foreign Trade Act waş 
tightened in 1984 to also subject those 
installations to export controls which 
cotild be used for the production of war 
gas and not just those which are specif- 
ically constructed for that purpose, 

Legal action is currently being taken 
against this regulation and [here are 
doubts about its legal effectiveness, 

It cannot be ruled out, therefore, that 
Imhausen may go unpunished even .if 
evidence is provided in court substan- 
tiating the firm's involvement in a chem- 
ical weapons deal with Libya. 

Even in cases where there is 
grounded suspicion the authorities are 
often exlremely lenient. . : 

During investigations by the Customs 
Crime Investigation Institute in Cologne 
against German firms suspected of hay- 
ing helped Iraq build poison gas. facto- 
ries one Federal Office of Trade and In- 
dustry official said that they initially de- 


‘cided not lo look into the case for lack 


of timc... . 1 

He also admitted, however, thal offic 
cials had refrained fron: investigations 
because this was a “hot ‘problcm" and 
only took up the matter three months la- 
ter. ا‎ 


Some critics in the West say that Bonn’s 
polley towards Ihe East Berlin rcgime of 
Erleh Honecker, which is based an broad 
consensus, . is helping East Germany 
malnlair (he status quo instead of encou- 
raging it to change like (he Soviet Unlon 
and other East Bloc countries, These cri- 
tics also ask whether Bonn is getting a 
fir return for its policy or if most of ihe 


benefits are going east. Hermann Rur. . 


dolph reports for the Munich daily, 
Silddeufsche Zeltung. . 


Wim people in East Germany want 
to be tronic aboul their lives in ã 
socialist society, they say: “We just let 
things run their socialist course,” 

Although there is an obvious nore of 
resignation tn this, there iş also a touth 
of the sober and the pragmatic: although 
you have to cıtt your coal according to 
your cloth you can somehow manage if 
you keep your eyes open. 

"The same could also be said of 
Deutschland politik, I also runs its Ger- 
man-Germun coursc: small steps: for- 
wart, arduous allempts towards nor- 
malisation repeatedly interrupted by 
disharmony — such as the flight of East 
hloc people seeking an exit permit to 
West Gernıitn diploniatic missions. 

The palicy is based on a broad con- 
sènsusş, S0 Ihe tloubts about it are all the 
more surprising, 

There is a growing impression Lhat 
lhe policy of step-by-step has achieved 
: i.r: lany-observers now Fcc! 
that it is now going round in circles. 

Others criticise lhe fact that the ODR 


Continued from page 2 


tral Enginecring and Plant Constructio 
(VODMAJ), paintedJout:  . .. 

“The supplier has no idea what the 
recipient intends doing with a moto- 
rised luthe. 

"Even if he has something absolutely 
harmless in mind he wouldn't tell the 
supplier if he warts to launch a new 
product." 

A motorised lathe can produce Hip- 
stick cases as well as cartridge cases. 

And a sea-water desalination plant 
can be used to irrigate the Libyan desert 
as well as to treat the water needed for 
the production of chemical weapons. 


° Tie problem of dual-use products, 


products which can be used for both 
military and non-military use, is parti- 
cularly difficult to tackle in the field of 
mechanical enginecring. 

This explains why the German em- 
bargo list of mechanical engineering 
goods requiring an export licence is so 
extensive. 

This list often lurned out to be an ob- 
stacle fur many a lucrative export deal, 

The mechanical engineering branch 
has been complaining, quite rightly, for 
years that the list is no longer up-to- 
date with regard to certain exports to 
East bloc countries, - : 

Up until autumn last year, for.exant- 
ple, there was still a ban on exporls of 
siınple personal conıputers to the East 
blac, even though this was cunipletely 


inappropriate. in view of the actual mar- 
ket silualion. 


ٍ S0 far alempts lo sort out the rele- 
vunt eniburgo lists have been unsuccess- 


fui 
‘The USA, without whose approval 


“` e. 


envi 
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| i 1 January, everybody in Ger- jy TAXATION Second, withholding tax wi] 


many is liable to pay withholding tax’ . | ۰ more people to be quiet about ا‎ | WN THE MOTOR INDUSTRY 
er other form of tix at source. . income — it could be they will put their 

A matter of withholding — 1992 and mixed thoughts 
and of more pain 
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lead not just to technological exchange; 
“Western partners often lend to adopt 
Japanese management techniques in re- 
spect of cutting costs and boosting pro- 
ductivity, Herr Pitz warned. 

An expert commission has forecast a 
fillip to demand amounting to 500,000 
new cars a year in the wake of the single 


Big worries for 
manufacturers 
of small cars 


All interest earned will be affected in- moncy in savings banks with a legally- 
cluding that on life insurance. set withdrawal notice. 
Anyone who has income and interest But this interest income is only ex. | 


payments above the by-no-means- empt from deduction at Source rules, 
ğenerous ecxemplion limit iş involved. and not from income tax. 


A saver who gets more (han DM2û a Third, because of higlı interest rates, 
month. inn interest on fixed deposits of 


hen European motor manufacturers 

talk about 1992, the French and 
Italians in particular şound worried they 
might not be able to hold their own against 
competition from the Far East. 
` İn the past they have fared far from 
badly in domestic markets protected by 
import quotas. - 

In the first half of 1988 cars imported 
from Japan made up 0.4 per cent of new 
fêegistrations in Italy and 2.5 per cent in 
France — ûs against 14.5 per cent in the 
Federal Republic of Germany. 

The European Community has allowed 
[taly to limit imports of Japanese cars via 
other European countries until the end of 
this ycar. 

But once {he single European market is 
established Arlicle 115 of the Treaty of 
Rome, which gives the European Com- 
mission special powers lo stop imports via 
third countrics, will no longer apply. 

German carmakers have for ycars com- 
peted wilh Japanese manufacturers in 
domestic and international markets. They 
are opposed to national trade barriers. 

They say their open attitude towards 
trade policy has helped to make them 
more compclitive. 

German manufacturers cxpecl liberali- 
sation of tradc between the European 
Community and third countries tw benefit 

European exporters in third-country mar- 
kets accordingly. 

German carmakers in particular urd 
worried about the "Fortress Eurupe" can- 
cept coined in the United States, 

Carmakers in the European Comıuıuı- 
ity as a whole exporl a merc 13.3 per cent 
of their outpul to third countries; German 
carmakers export aver 39 per cent I0 
countries other than fellow-members of 


European market, Unit costs are ex- 
pected to be cut by five per cent. 

Yet union officials. remain worried 
about job safety in the German motor 
industry. “The unions face a primordial 
challenge,” says Herr Pitz, 

VW's Carl Hahn reassures both him 
and his fellow-carmakers. 

Two years ago he felt restrictions on 
Japanese car imports were worth consid- 
ering. He was not, he said, now going to 
throw the door wide open to the Japanese.- 

But he can nonetheless learn a thing 
or two from the Japanese, such as how 
to manufaclure fairly inexpensive cars 
and do so at a profit. 

Production costs will play a leading 
role in the European internal market, 
particularly where small and medium- 
sized cars are concerned, 

Volkswagen's present performance is 
poor in this respect, with earnings runn- 
ing at a mere one per cent of turnover. 

Toyota in comparison earned higher 
profits last financial year, up to DM7bn 
on a turnover of roughly DM92bn. 

One is bound to admit that Volks- 
wagen is the German manufacturer 
hardest hit by Japanese competition. 

Design engineers at Nissan, Mitsub- 
ishi, Honda, Toyota and Mazda may be 
trying hard to compete with up-market 
German makes of car, but the fact re- 
mains that their L5-per-cent share of 
new cars regislered in the Federal Re- 
public consists mainly of compacts and 
medium-sized mudcls. 

The Japanese have decided 1u deve)- 
op. manufacture and sell cars all over 
ihe world. By IY4U they will be manu- 
facıuring over 2.5 million units at facto- 
ries in the home countries of their chief 
competitors, 

They owethis mainly to their consist- 


enl 1970s palicy of setting UP produc tie Etirepenn Communi 


But German carmakers mainly manu- 
facture family and de luxe nıodels of a high 
technical standard that earn handsome 
profits. Italian and French makers mainly 
make small and medium-sized cars — 
categories in which Japanese competition 
is particularly strong. 

Italian and French manufacturers alsa 
say that product quality and productivity 
in their countries have yet to reach a stage 
at which they could hold their own against 
Far Eastern imports in every economic 
and technological respecl. 

The‘main argument marshalled by Eu- 
ropean Community carmakers in coun 

Continued on page 8 


Order direct from us or from: 


products ‘made in Germany’ 


lion facilities in the United Sıales, 
where roughly 2.2 million Japanese cars 
a year are now made. 

Japanese carmakers’ production cap- 
acities in Europe are still small, but the 
Japanese are evidently prepared to in- 
vest heavily, 

The Nissan works in Sunderland, 
England, cost over DM2bn and is the 
largest single investment a Japanese 
company has yet made in Europe. 

Last year 55,000 family saloons ran 
off the Sunderland  assemibly lines. By 
1992 their capacity is expected to be 


200,000 a year. Kaus Dieter Oehler 
(Stuttgarter Zeilung, 14 January 1989) 


manufacturer's or sÛppller's 
address,  '" | 
A telephone number Is listed for 
each suppller. ٍ„,. . ; RT 


about Japanese makers 


Signor Agnelli thinks first and fore- 
most as an Italian, yet his French coun- 
terparts, who would not for a moment 
deny thinking first and foremost in 
terms of France, have already begun to 
reappraise the situation, 

Jacques Calvet of Peugeot and Citro- 
en still favours keeping Europe for the 
Europeans, but the state-owned Re- 
nault corporation is evidently even pre- 
pared to make coimon cause with the 
Japanese. 

Both in France and in Japan rumours 
that Renault and Toyota are shortly to 
join forces in building a car factory in 
France are hotly denied — but the ru- 
mours persist, 

Be that as'it nay, France sees itself as 
a suitable location for Japanese com- 
panies keen to invest in Europe, where- 
as in Italy Signor Agnelli would resist 
any blandishments., 

If if it were for him to decide, even 
Japanese cars made in America would 
be banned from the post-1992 Euro- 
pean marke. 

The European Community has yet to 
reach ‘agreement on what local content 
is to qualify a car as having been made 
in Europe ¬— and thus no longer liable to 
trade restraint. 

Is it tO be 50-per-cent or SN-per-cent 
made in Europe? 

Nissan and Honda have both set up 
production facilities in Britain, whereas 
Spain is a playground for Eurupeun 
manufacturers and has few remaining 
lncationns ~— and still fewer qualified 
workers — available, 


olkswagen chief executive officer 

Carl Hahn clearly felt a liltle uneasy 
about the first Japanese car to run off a 
German assembly line. It was the first of 
1500 minivans that are to be jointly 
manufactured in Hanover by Volkswag- 
en and Toyola. 

The project was only an experiment, 
he said, a small one on a modest scale. 
But it was a first step. [ 

He said there was a network of coop- 
eration arrangements and strategic alli- 
ances spanning the United States, Japan 
and Europe. 1 

Volkswagen, as European market 
leader, could not behave as though ev- 
erything was staying as it was and VW 
had nothing to do with developments in 
international motor vehicle markets, 

Of the 13 million cars newly regis- 
{ered in Europe last year 1,931,000 
were manufactured by Volkswagen, Au- 
di and Seat, or 2,00U more than by Fiat, 
Alfa-Romeo and Lancia. 

And if Dr Hahn has any say on the 
matter that will continue lo be the case 
in post-1992 Europe and the single in- 
ternal market. 

This deadline, 1992, exercises a com- 
pelling fascination for carmakers from 
all over the world, who are attracted to 
itlikKe moths to a light-bulb. 

In Japanese executive_suijtes manag- 


ers are busy wondering — no less BUSY ™™That leaves only the Federal Repub- 


lic uf Germany as a serious alternative 
industrial locati in Ëurope, 


than might be expected of the hard- 
working Japanese — how large a share 


of the European market they can corner .--but Germany has high labour costs and, 


by Japanese standards, stringent welfare 
provisions. 

Toyota vice-president Tatsuro Toyo- 
da saw for himself how jealously Ger- 
man trade unions are on their guard 
against *pragmalic approaches to coop- 
eration.” 

Hardly had the first VW Taro run off 
the assembly line in Hanover but Karl 
Pitz of IG Metall, the 2.5 million-mem- 
ber German engineering workers un- 
ion, issued a warning not to regard 
cooperation between Volkswagen and 
Toyota as a contribution toward job se- 
curity. 


Similar instances of cooperation in’ 


the United States had shown them to 
: | ۹ 


سے ا را .ا 


` 220,000 suppliers of 75,000 


Find suppilers and products, 
send for quotations, compare . 
„prices, track down special 


as non-Europeans. 
Even American manufaciurers who 


i Pulled out of Europe years ago are now 


doing their level best to prepare for a 
comeback. 


As for the Europeans themselves, 
they are still undecided whether lo 
clain as large a market share as possible 


lhemselves or to be sensible and realise 
thal non-European counirics must re- 
tain access (0 the Europcan market, As 
otherwise they will retaliate: 


Giovanni Agnelli of Fial has just ma- 


naged, for one last time, lo persuade the 
European Commission to allow Italy to 


kcep Japanese cars out until the end of 


this year. 


س . ج 
س _— . کے 


more and more savings are being put into 
foreign bonds — in the first half of 1987 
the figure was just DMI Ibn but in the 
same period öf-1988 it was DM3 | bn, 

Fourth, the intërest lead in public 
bonds dwindles, so that borrowing by 
the central governnıent and the states 
will become more expensive. 

Fifth, even with a tax amncsly the num: 
ber of honest taxpayers would be few. 

Roughly speaking the inland revenue 
will be cheated out of between DM IÛ 
and DM15bn in capital income, It iş 
doubtful whether taxation al source 
could capture DM3 to DM4bn of this, 
especially as major groups such as the 
Church, political parties and found- 
ations are exempt from it. 

From 1 January honest taxpayers must 
provide short-term funds for the state, 
when they have to pay. ten per cent in be- 
fore-hand, which they only get back a year 
later, when tax returns are through. 

Anyone who wants to get round the 
tax on capital income but does not want 
to go into foreign bonds, will pay ten per 
cent withholding tax (income tax is gen- 
erally somewhat) — this is the great dif- 
ference from what happened previously. 

That so many foreign bonds are being 
bought and so many savings accrued in 
savings investment with lower interest 
rates, show savers intention to by-pass 
the tax authorities in the future. This can 
be blamed on high interest rates. 

But it makes withholding tax u wash- 
out. It only creates more hureaucracy, 
more confusion anl mare Jifivulties fur 


Franz Thoma 
(Süddeıutsche Zeilung, Munich, | 4 Junuary 19%4) 


mal... 


Honest taxpayers are indifferent to 
tax-audit tracer nûOtes. Furthermore 
these tracer notes lie for too long in the 
tax office because the inland revenue 
does not have the staff tû deal with'thèm 
swiftly. Nevertheless they do save the 
tax ‘authorities a lot’ of superfluous 
work. 

Honest people seem to be in the mi- 
nority when it comes to returns ön capi- 
tal. The. tax-levying stjte is responsible 
for this. EC ر‎ 

Generally speaking tax honesty dec- 
lines as taxes get higher, The tightér cit- 
izens are squeezed by the tax authorit- 
ies, the more Inclined pêople are to look 
for ways to evade payihg tax: There are 
usually no legal methods available to the 
normal citizen, ۳ 

The conseqlence is that people say 
nothing about interest received — and 
this to a degree that the discussion 
about’ taxation at source has' revealed, 
and which has made many people who 
are honest about their tax returns ask 
themselves: why, indeed am I so stupid? 

Should the tax authorities reward the 
dishonest with a tax amnesty? But that 
would present difficulties if the origin of 
capital were examined. ا‎ 

The introduction_of WItfhholding tax 
harms the econömy and the tax author- 
ities in a number of ways. First it com- 
plicates the tax system rather tham sim- 
plifying it. 

In Trier a special withholding tax of- 
fice is to be set up. This will be a burden 
en-theinlarrd"Tevenue-effieg-peraaı 

In addition 15 million citizens will 
have to be issued with non-taxability 
certificate. 


| Fêw countries where you can 
get away from it all 


these have been subject lo taxation atl 
source (25 per cent) in Germany. 


. Only in Britain and Ireland is lax on 
dividends not withheld, 


In all other counıries in (he Coni” 
merzbank table lhe slate steps in be- 
fore dividends are distributed —~ the 
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maximum rate is 35 per cent (in “tax 
haven” Switzerland for instance). 

„The state-sucks up 15 per cent ol 
dividends paid to shareholders in fi- 
nancial centre Luxembourg. ' 
„„ There is some comfort for investors. 


who get into the hands of a withhold- 
ing tax devil abroad, 


Mw countries have a long tradi- 
Ation of applying prior taxation 
On Investment income, which: has be- 
come the horror of the present genera- 
tlon in the Federal Republic. 0 


Generally speaking withholding tax 
rates are considerably higher than in 
this country. e 

The top taxation at source rate iş 35 
per cent, applied in Switzerland and 
ireland, In America and Italy the rate 
1s 30 per cent, three times higher than 
2 tate applied in the Federal Repub- 
ic. 


Even in Japan, where interest rates 
are considerably lower than in the 
Federal Republic, the withholding tax 
On Investment income is 20 per cent, 
and in France, Canada, Britain and 
Belgium the lax’ authoritiéş take ga 
quarter of the earnings from investors. 


The Commerzbank, in a publication 


service. No matter how unpleasant it is 
to some the’ notification makes clear 
that it is wrong to be silent about inter- 
estearnings. 

The anger taxation at source ‘has 
aroused is comprehensible, but it must 
be stressed that it is not a new tax on 
capital assets, 

There have been forms of taxation at 
source for a long time. The tax on 
wages, withheld by employers, is one in- 
stance. ا‎ 

The capital yield tax on dividends, re- 
forms introduced by: Matthias Erzberg- 
er in 1920, were another case in point, 

Most other European countries have 
withholding tax, Theh the introduction 
of the Single European Market is ap- 
proaching. It could be that a swift agree- 
ment is reached for introducing taxation 
at source in the European Community, 

[t is just as likely that the.simpler, al- 
beit highly disagreeable, methods of the 
tax-audit tracer notes from the banks 
(notice of payments sent by tax auditors 
1o. a person's local tax office) are pre- 
ferred by tax officials. 

With this arrangement taxation at 
source .would be superfluous, But the 
door would be opened to snooping, 

To many there is one comfort in all the 
Pain and that is that tax officials can only 
carry out İinvesligations which cut inta the 
bank's duty to maintain secrtcy about cus- 
tomers’ affairs when there is concrete 
evidence of tax evasion. That is the law. 


30 days duration must remit a tenth to 

his tax office 12 times a year. 

When the saver puts in his or her in- 
come tax returns the money will be re- 
funded a year later. This is what is 
called a simplification of the tax system. 

The above case is a simplification, 
Many people must devote their time to 
catsidering whal and how much is sub- 

ject to taxation at source, what and how 
much is iexempl, how important will it 
become in the future to buy foreign'or 
domestic debt bonds in deutschemarks, 
the former exempt from withholding 
tax, the latter not, : . 

The banks must also get involved in 
this, of course, Some say that if the 
banks recommend investments to their 
customers which do not attract with- 
holding tax, that is encourging tax eva- 
sion. Others maintain that iis a service. 

It is a kind of a service, That this or 
that bond is exempt fron withholding 
Lax does not mean that interest earned 
docs not have to be taxed, In such cases 
it simply means that pre-payment of tax 
does nol apply. 

The customer himself must decide 
what he will declare to his tax office. 
The bank is nol lhe tax office's hench- 
man. : 

Many bank customers cannot take in 
lhe 1 January notification that interesl 
credits nıust be taxed. 

Here again that is also a customer 
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Scandinavian countries are the only 

European examples. . E 

, There is a different picture for taxa- 

tion on. dividends, For „a ;long time 


i. 

agreed.. E ا‎ E 1 o . 
(Sdddeulsche.Zeitung, Munloh, , 

eg FF as "11 January 1989) 1 
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Japanese manufacturers are Irying tu 
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European cars 


Continued from page 7 


{ries other than Germany is that Europeaıı 
manufacturers ought to benefit first fron 
the single internal market. 

.Ît would, they argue, be only fair for 
them to derive the initial advantage from 
the scrapping of frontier formalities and 
the harmonisation of standards, regul- 
ations and taxes. 

Then, and only then, ought other manu- 
facturers to be allowed free access to the 
European market. 

This line of argument, which would re- 
quire. third countries t0 accept trade res- 
trictions for a limited period, does not tally 
with experience in the United States, 

In America quotas were imposed on 
Japanese car inıports to protect US manu- 
facturers, with the resul that higher-qual- 
ity cars tended to be exported to America 
by the Japanese in order to make more 
profitable usc of the quotas imposed, 

Over the past IÛ years the consumer 
category aimed at by Japanese carmakers 
exporting 10 the United States has aceor- 
dingly gradually changed — from first anl 
second cars to the luxury brackuı. 

Honda is tı case in point, now selling its 
de luxe models in the United Stutes under 
ihe brand-name Acura — and selling 1he 
Americans nore cars lhan Volvo, Diain- 
ler-Benz, BMW or Auli. 

Anather important point with regurd tu 
1992. thc Europeun iMernid market dead- 
liné. is the sclfrestraint agreement bu= 
tween Japan aul the Lined Slutes. 

The “aelf-restriction" of Japanese tir 
exports to the United States lo 2.3 million 
4 YCar has led us Japinese carmakers ve11- 
ing up productite fucilities of cur own in 
the United Stites. 

By he end ol lus decile Japanew Cur- 
makers will be making mare than 2.5 mıilli- 
UD cûra û year outside Hapan, including 
nearly 2.2 nullion in North America. 

Theıt led Hast year tk surplus capacity on 
u large scale in America: oycrpıuductiun 
that hit US mûunufaciurers hardest, 


Ucton of Meir oT TT 
exporting Japanese cars made in Amerieciı 
— to Europe, fer instancc. 

As their local content should in mosı 
cases be over 70 per cent hy the early 
1990s, the post-1992 European Cam- 
munity should find it hard 10 stop imports 
of American-made cars wilh Japanese 
brand names. 

Besides, the United States and Japan 
might well join Forces against the Com- 
munity. Japanese carmakers could under- 
mine import quotas, while their exports of 
cars made in . America would help to re- 
duce the US trade deficit, 

A number of Japanese carmakers are 
already preparing for the single European 
market. The mast ambitious move was the 
building of a Nissan car works in Britain; 
its assembly-line products are already 
challenging the French and Italians. 

The British government has authorised 
exports of British-made “Bluebirds" to 
Europe because’ they comply with the 
Community requirètment that they must be 
at least 60 per cent locally made, . 
' France has.introduced a local content 
rule of: 30 per cent. By this definition the 
Bluebird is a Japanese car: < 

But, aš US experience has shown, dis- 
putes ‘over definitions of this kind within 
‘the-European Community will be unable 


to,stem the tide of cars imported from the 


Far East once the single European market 
is in being, American'restrictions; far ‘from 


aiding: US carmakers, have ended up with. 


Korean .and, above all, Japaneseicarmak- 
ers'as thé mairi beneficiaries; | 
i: ‘i,j r. „`. Hahs-Christoph Noaek - 
. (Frankfurter Allgemdéine‘Zeitung 

» ` ° flr Deulachtand, FY Jinuary [989) 
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Russians look for capitalist 
hints for perestroika 


“Domestic demand today is over 
twice as high as the capacity to meet it," 
he says, “and there are many engineer- 
ing blueprints we simply cannot put into 
practice," 

Free internal access to the Soviet 
market has been permitted since 1985, 
he explains. “That is why what we are 
taught here is so important. I am con- 
yinced we can put it to good use to nıa- 
nage our production facililies more effi 
ciently.” 

What they are being taught is a com- 
prehensive grounding in capitalisı ma- 
nagenent, ranging from competitive 
planning, marketing, controlling and lo- 
gistics to the basics of. economics and 
business management. 

“We must improve the qualifications 
of our senior management and market- 
ing staff." Mr Mikhailov says. His hosts 
would be only too happy lo see this hap- 

e1. 

About a dozen joint enlerprises in- 
volving West German compauies and 
Soviet enterprises already exist and a 
further 35 are still in the pipeline. 

German exports to the Soviet Union 
have recovered from ù trough and arc 
likely ta have totalled roughly DMI bn 
dgûin last year. The irend is toward a 
further improvement. 

In atler words, bısinesy with the Su- 
viet Llnion is better than il has heen for 
vcears — even though German canıpan- 
iS hive yet lo dccuslnm Lhemselves lus 
changing conditions there, 

In many places Mr Gnrhacluv has a}- 
ready replacêd old officials, and their 
SUCcessors — appointed 10 put peres- 
trnika into practice — still have much to 
learn. 

As long as they do so ith 
West Germiùan industry can have no 
cause to complain. Not for nothing are 
members of the Soviet party visiting ] | 
Baden-Wiürttemberg companies during 
the course to see management theory in 
practice. 

They are companies such as Daimler- 
Benz, Voith, Traub, WMF, MTU and 
Zahnradfabrik Friedrichshafen, Most of 
them have more or less firmly establish 
trade ties with Soviet enterprises and 
are conversant with the problems that 
occur in bilateral trade. 

Baden-Wirttemberg is to contribute 
DM3m toward the costing of setting up 
the Leningrad training centre by 1992. Jt 
could well be a worthwhile investment. 

A further party of Soviet managers is 


70 


` due to attend a four-week course in 


Steinheim. At the same time Soviet 


economists who will later‘ teach at the: 


Leningrad centre will undergo training 
in Baden-Württemberg.. 

After two ‘more courses the centre is 
to open next autumn, with the assistance 
of' German economists: from Badén- 
Wiürttemberg who will teach Soviet'ma- 
nagers.there-uatil atleast 1992, 

They will teach them techniques 
which Soviet officials have gradually be- 
come acquainted with only since the in- 
troduttion'of perestroika, »'. ı 

‘They don’t want to take them over 
lock,'stock-and barrel. "We know little dr 
nothing about ‘marketing, - logistics and 
controlling,” says a member of the Soviét 
party, “but they ‘are' important sectorš 
from whioh:we will adopt what seems to’ 
us tè be most important for use in the So- 
viet economy.".. `. Thornas Wiipper - 


wr". .} 


` {Siuugarler Zeilung, I3 January 1989) < 


tensifying cooperation between com- 
mercial and industrial enterprises in 
Baden-Wûrttemberg and the Soviet Un- 
ion, : 

` Agreement was promptly reached on 
setting up a management and marketing 
centre in Leningrad — with German as- 
sistance. 

West German-Soviet economic coop- 
eration is nothing new, of course. In au- 
tumn 1988, during Chancellor Kohl's 
visit to Moscow, German businessmen 
and Soviet officials signed over two 
dozen cooperation agreenents. 

The German Economic Affairs Min- 
istry tabled an investment promotion 
and protection agreement with the So- 
viet Union and said grant facilities 
would be made available for manage- 
ment training and further training. 

"A training centre of this kind is new, 
however,” says Volker Marko, business 
manager of the Steinhcim college. "Be- 
sides, our project is based on a long- 
tern concept.” 

The Leningrad training centre in the 
making will, he says, be the first of its 
kind in Europe. 

“The inflexible econonıic planning of 
the past has restricted initiative, encou=- 
ragèd red tape and driven an increasing- 
İy wide gap between administrative au- 
thorities and production facililies," says 
Arkadi Karamyshev, deputy director of 
Energomash, u Leningrad wıter and gas 
lurhinc mianufuclurer. 
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oviet managers and cconomists are 
ا ا‎ a four-week course in in- 
dustrial management & i training col- 
lege run by West German industry — 
and criticising the shorlcomings of the 
Soviet system. 

“We are looking for the right economic 
system, one suitable for our purposes,” 
says a Sovict academic, He adds, as what 
can only be called one of the wonders of 
glasnost and perestroika: 1 

“We doıt't yet know what decision we 
are going to (ake, but we are clear on one 
point: our old model no longer works." 

A ilttle over three years ago this state- 
ment would have cost any Soviet official 
his job, especially if it had been made in 
public — and in the capitalist West. 

Yet a party of 19 Soviet managers 
and economists are now studying at a 
training college run by the regional in- 
dustrial association in Steinheim, Bad- 
en-Wiürttemberg. 

They are learning the basics of free- 
market cconomics and Western indus- 
trial management —~ and admitting the 
failings of their own system. 

The Soviet academic here quoted is 
Yuri Mikhailov, vice-chancellor of a 
polytechnical college in Leningrad. 

He does not beat about the bush in 
explaining why and what he and the So- 
viet party-are in Baden-Württemberg, 
and at a stronghold of free-market 
econontics, to learn. 

“We set greal hopes in this project, 
which is sure to be very müch to the 
benefit of our cconomy," he says. This 
hope ix surely shared by Baden- 
Wiürttemberg Premier Lothar Spãth, the 
man behind it. 

In February I488 he headed û trade 
delcgation to the Soviet mechanical en- 
gincering ıninistry. One of its aims was 
lO Sound mH possibilities of Turther in- 


What is happening in 
Germany? How does 


Germany view the world? 


You will find the answers (o these questions 


.in DIE WELT, Gerriany’s independent 
national quality and economic daily 
Newspaper. . 
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policies of the executive management 
within the supervisory board aç bein 
fairly frank: but when it comes ty power. 
sharing Siemens is very Canservalive, 

A couple of years ago Kaske ordered 
an "end to the tranquility," as the weekl 
Die Zeit put it, now that Siemens is liquid 
to the tunc uf DM! 23b n. 

At the beginning of 1985 he revealed 
publicly that the most used words in Cx 
ecutive board meetings were NOW, “new 
ideas, work aud effort,” 

Investment îhrthe financial year 1984. 
1985 rose from DM2.4bn to DM4bn and 
in the following financial year lo DMGbn. 

Siemens coped with what Kaske proc- 
laimed as tlıe “Quanlunr'leap;" only once 
before had more than DM2bn for addi- 
tional plant or participation in other 
firms been available, 

The Megabit project has been spoiled; 
over 4 five-year periocl it has swallowed 
up DM3bn in development casts, The 
company still has û lot of catching up 1o 
do to overtake the Japanese, 

This year, however, Siemens will join 
the exclusive club of companies which 
have a 4-megabit semiconductor in series 
production (a chip which can store the 
information on 250 sheets of type-writ- 
ing paper). 

Despite enormous initial losses Kaşke 
is proud of his endurance: increased proa- 
duction and system know-how were inte- 
grated into the structures of logic compo- 
nents. IS 

He sail that one cannot pour billions 
into the development costs for a new 
communicalinns system ancl then go to a 
competitor and xuy: "make tht up into a 
chip for me.” He said: "I would instant 
be.making a present of my total know- 
how.” 

While technological gaps were filled to 
A greater or lesser clegree hy Siemens 
own resources (4 covperution agreecmen 
with the Toshibi as-beuıt speeded 
up), Siemens’ poor representation in Ihe 
Single European market, where its nıain 
competitors arc, wus more difficult 1o 
deal with, 

After a series of small acquisitions in 
1985 a beating of drums announced that 
Sicımnens would be riding higlı on the Am- 
erican nıarke1. 

In deutschemark terms DM5bn was 
affered for Allan-Brudley, munufacturers 
of automatisation technology, The offer 
was in vain. Front (hen on Kaske's buyers 
really went to work, Their major tri- 
umphs were: : 

e .In 1986 Siemens bought up the US 
telephone manufacturer GIT for S420: 
along with tle companies communic- 
technology business outside the 


e Siemens acquired the former inde- 
Pendent marketing organisation of priy-. 
ate 1elephenes(PcfF Plus)? — 

e The mcagre sales of Siemens systenıs 
in North America inspired the company: 
to acquire the IBM subsidiary Rolm for’ 
DM2bn. This company has an 18 per’ 


cenl share of (he US marke m~: 


Soon every fifth private exchange sold 
in the US will originate from Siemens 


` factories. Siemens has moved into the: 


first rank in the most important single. 
, along with AT&T. 


The acquisition of Norton in gitin: 
indicates a similar strate ا‎ 
Mid-1988 Siemens moved into the co- 1 


` veted American Bendix Electronics. To! ` 


day Siemens holds almost all. the shares! 

and with a turnover of alnpşt DM1.5bn 

the cotnpany is nümbér three in the: 

the mariufaéture .of eléctronics; 
1 


Kaske tried to patch things up in thidt ' 
area in :1985.iThè bid.for the West Ger! 
. man manufacturers Pierburg faltered and; 


... Continued on page 10 1 


. market iri the worl; 
` and Northern Telecom. 


- world in 


r , for cars, 
not whether one likes such an industrial : 


THE GERMAN TRIBUNE 


NW THE ELECTRICAL INDUSTRY 


Cash-flush Siemens in joint takeover 
move as Dig groups circle each other 


American prizes, Bendix, which makes 
electronic components for cars, and an 
IBM subsidiary, Rolmı. The acquisitions 
cost between (hrce and thrce and a half 
billion marks, which shows thal Sie- 
mens is not short of cash. Ht Is the fifth 
biggest electrical and electronics group 
in the world and the biggest in Europe, 
but it has laboured under an image of 
being ponderous and bureaucratic. Its 
nıoves last year in America and its joint 
bid with GEC for Plessey showş it is 
throwing off iis cosy Bavarian mantle. 
Peter. Zlller takes up the story for 
Frankfurter Rundschau, . . 


Only companies, which operate glo- 
bally and have appropriate sales all over 
the world, can take part in thsi ring-a- 
ring o'roses, ۰ 

Siemens men illustrate this with tele- 
phone equipment, as this is required by 
the German Bundespost for its public 
telephone exclıanges. 1 

Siemens boss Karlheinz Kaske recent- 
ly estimated tlie development costs for 
the next system generation at $2bn. lt has 
been suggested that Siemens ptt only a 
half of this sum into the EWSD system it 
is currently marketing, _ 7 

According lo Ziıiîmermann of the doz- 
cn or so manufacturers operating at pres- 
ent worldwide there will be only five or 
six remaining at the turn of the century. 

Top managements’ fears are under- 
stood in Siemens itself, Rudolf Moosh- 
: i: : joint workers 
council and also a member of the Sie- 
mens stpervisory board, said: “There is 


no E o pair_ thal there willbe 
y-ftye vors In communications 
technology.” 

Previously telephone exchanges of the, 
sort Siemens manufactures were being 
built for over 20 years: now more effi- 
cient models are being offered for sale af- 
ter five to ten years, 

That is sufficient to cover develop- 
ment costs, but it presupposes the com- 
ا‎ has appropriate market shares, he 
said. 

Mooshammer expects that only com- 
panies with at least 15 per cent marke! 
share can make a profit. 

He does not see any alternatives to 
cooperation agreements and takeovers, 
even if the international group displeases 
because of its economic and political 
dominance. 

He had in mind major groupings such 
as Daimler-Dornier-AEG-MBB, Asea- 
BBC or Alcatel-CGE-SEL, 

Heinz Hawreliuk is also a member of 
the Siemens Supervisory board and head 
of the department of contact people in IG 
Metall, the engineering workers trade un- 
ton. He used similar arguments, saying: 
“The productive resources of the com- 

, Pany leap over national markets,” 

This implies that.sales in the domestic 
market have for a long time now only 
heen sufficient to cover ‘development 
costs. 

, An interesting statistic shows that if 
. Siemens were to supply the Bundéspost 
. exclusively with communications compu- 

ters, by world standards that would sim- 
ply add up to a six per centof the market, 

For Hawreliuk the burning question is 


giant, but how it can be controlled.  , 
At that point things lok rather’ gri. 
' The trade unionists see. the information 


STC, the French Thomson aud GCE 
groups, the German Sicmens and the 
American GE (General Electric) are in- 
volved In a complicated serics of separ- 
ate and joint manoeuvres to gain bits 
and pieces of both Plessey and GEC. 
Parts of the wrangle are being investi- 
galed by the British Monopolies Com- 
mission — including a flre nillion mark 
GEC-Slemens bid for Plessey, GEC nnd 
Plessey iheniselves are locked in a bat- 
ile in the Brilisl High Court over a plan 
by Plessey to take conırol' of GPT, a 
joinl venture between the two. Last 
year, Siemens got its hands on two big 


respeclively awarded annually. Siemens 
picks up about ûne billion marks of this 
husiuess in each country. Zimmernıann 
described this as “unsatisfactor.” 

In 1987 Siemens hoped for partial suc- 
cess in France. But the Paris government 
sent İts German neighbours packing and 
handed over the telecnmmunications 
conipany CGCT, in the queue for privati- 
sution, to Swedish ca-applicant Ericsson, 

Should the joint bid with GEC, on the 
tahle since mid-November, for Plessey 
(turnaver DM4.2bn employing 30,000) 
Succeed despite all opposition, Siemens 
would have the entré to Ilıe fiercely con- 
tested business offered by the British tele- 
canımunicatiuns arganisatiun, Telecom. 

Should this coup come off Siemens 
would overtake their French contpetitors 
in Europe, Aleatel, and unee more be the 
number une in the telephone business un 
ther : 

Two years ago the French swallowed 
the European I!elecommunications inter- 
ests of the US gia 
quence got hold af a third of the West 
German postal service's telecommunic- 
ations contracts via Standard Electrik 
Lorenz (SEL) of Stuttgart. 

Siemens went about the takcover of 
Plessey in a very tough manner, making a 
takeover bid for the first time against the 
will of its executive hoard. 

Zimmermann's colleague, Jochen 
Mackenrodt justified the more Aggressive 
course of action taken far this lakeover 


by saying that methods used until now 
would not result in an increase of the 
company's market share in Britain, 

Uninfluenced by the takeover alliances 
directed against GEC and the stay of ex- 
eculion, Plessey obtained by referring the 
bid to the British Monopolies Commis- 
sion, Siemens and GEC bought up 15 per 
cent more of the much soughl-after Pleg- 
sey shares undeterred. 

According to Zimmermann a sense of 
optimism has been brought about by rad- 
ical technological changes. Tlie change 
from an celeeirical cenginccring company 
i0 an electronics organisation has had 
tw'o effects: 
¢ Expenditure for research and deve- 
lopment has hit the ceiling, 
© The life-span of products has been re- 
dııced considerably at the same tinıe, 

This means, for exanıple, that the re- 
search custs ploughed into One genera- 
lan uf electronic cumponents and plant 
Investment must be much more efficient 
and faster than previously, 


The huge ceiceirical and electronics 
firms of Europe are facing slower growth 
than Anıerlea and Japan in the domestic 
appllances market and an increasing 
trend (owards international contracts in 
the armaments business, Rescarch and 
developmenl cosis are rising sharply and 
there are worries about what 1992 and 
the European ternal market will bring, 
It is an industry that has been cnught up 
İn many takeovers and nmıergers and it 
secs fhe nnswer (o the future in even 
bigger groups and even more ratlonali- 
salion. The British groups, Plessey, 
GEC (General Elcetrie Company) and 


Flas Zimmermann, strategic 

planning clirector at Siemens, poinl- 

cl lo ù map of the world thu! wig ustan- 
ishingly distorted. The the United Siules 
of America was startlingly enormous, the 

Jitpanese islands larger tın the Asian 

imuinlancl, 

‘Fhe ratio of Europe to the rest has al- 
sû heen Cxtgeeraled. Small West Ger- 
ntADy Jıys a claim to the greatest lund 
slrea. The graphic artist sees Britain and 
France shrunken. 

Spain hangs Hike a small pouch to 
solth-weat France, The African conti- 
nent ind Australia are worse uff: they do 
iat take up much more room than the 
Iherian peninsular. 

Anlrvas Zimmermann said of the 
map: "That is {he world when the nations 
are seen in the light of their eleclro-teeh- 
tolngy and electronic turnover,” 

Is paid out worldwide fur 
clertronies, DM27 is spent in the USA 
und 25 marks in Japan. 

Just 22 per cenl would lake HP. turn- 
over in the 12 memher-states of lhe Eu- 
ropvan Comıntunuity, 

This trio of economic superpowers in 
the world make up three-quarters of the 
clecıranics marka, Management con- 
sultants say thal only multinationals have 
a chance lo break into this market in the 
long term, multis who could throw out 
their nets with anything like sustained 
success İn at teas two of these thrce re- 
gions. 

Zimmermann'’s map reveals strikingly 
Siemens’ weaknesses. Siemens is weak or 
not represented where the catches are 
abundant. 

The Mfunich company, employing 
353.000, achieves three-quarters of ils 
turnover of DMS9.4bn in Eurape. Only 
1Û per cent is recorded from customers 
in the US and unıil recently the Far East 
has heen utterly hopeless. 

What causes particular pain antıong 
Siemens management is that the elec- 
tronics and cleciro-lechnology markel 
will uxpand at the rate of f.5 per cent un- 
til the rear 2000, “purely and simply the 
market growth rate," according lo Zinı- 
mermann. 

Forecesters say tht Japin will have a 
growth rate of 7.5 per cent, American 
ht. per vent, better than the real arowth 
rate in Hutraıpte of "anly” S5. percent, , 

Therefore Siemens’ sluğıın can only be 
“Cio West” only when the compuny' has 
SUvccrded in brexndening ils buse in the 
USA, will Siemens he able to set about 

tackling the Jiıpaunee bastion, which has 

already proved difficult due to the dliffer- 
ence in mentality, En route Siemens musi 
fill the gaps in its home-biıse Europe. 

In Brittin and France there ure eu- 


tracts totalling DM92bn anl DMBdbn 
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. HEEE 1 
trades- 

man ... Josef Kantuscher. 
{Pheto: Thomus Stankiewıtz) 


want to make Millenwald once more the 
Mecca of violin-making. 

They look for their wood in the forests 
around the town, they look for the 
“voices” of the trees. The timber they se- 
lect is felled, sawn up and stored away for 
at least | 5 years. 

The belly of thc instrument i mude ut 
spruce, maple for lor 1h under surluce 
and all the other paris. 

Tu mike une of his violins Kaniuscher 
needs 450 working hours spread ever 
Ihrce months. He always has lu our three 
instruments under construciinn in his 


The moadern-day master 
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A Bavarian town maintains old tradition 
for making high quality violins 


kind.in the Federal Republic. The train- 
ing course lasts for three and a half years. 
Pupils are trained in the art of making all 
kinds of stringed instruments, ۰ . 

In 1890 the people of Mittenwald set 
up a splendid monument to’ Matthias 
Klotz before the parish church: But by 
the end of the'last century tough compe- 
tition had appeared. Cheap, mass-pro- 
duced violins .were being manufactured 
in Egerland using machines. 

The people of Mittenwald who would 
have liked to remain craftsmen, turned ‘ta 
toürism or joined the army. . 

At the beginning of the Second World 
War, a young boy of 15, son of a surveyor 
in Celje in Slovenia, who had made a 
couple of lutes at the music school, heard 
of the craftsmen in Karwendiel. 

He went there in 1941 and after two 
years of apprenticeship he passed the ex- 
aminations to become a violin-maker, He 
was immediately drafted into the Army 
and gained German citizenship “until 
withdrawn," 

His name was Josef Kantuscher. He is 
now regarded as the premier violin-mak- 
er in Mittenwald, where he is director of 
the museum of local history and violin- 
making. 

He has become famous and any expert 
can now recognise a “Kantuscher." One 
of his cellos costs DM25,000, a violin on 
average ahout DM1 5,000. 

But by contrast a Stradivari was re- 
cently auctioned fur DM1.5 million, un 
increase of DM 500,000 over five yenrs. 

There are few genuine instruments 
made by the old master himself, but 
many by pupils from his workshop and 
even more forgeries. 

ln [Y55 Jusci Kaıluschct became scl 


. lar workshop. Onc is completed 
employed. Since thén he has made-S60_ N lla 2 sno| CIs Piet ٠ 


Each violin has its own "personality," 
despite the same design, despite very pre- 
cise measurements. Kantuscher said: 
“Even if the wood is from the same tree 
the vialins made from that wood are dif- 
ferent," 

One of his instruments only sounds su- 
perbly after about a year, when the clinı- 
ate has changed twice. He said the viol- 
in's sonority depends on tension and 
vibrations. lt takes a long lime for the 
molecules to fall into order in the wood, 
he explained. 

` The strings are still made from catgut 
They are spun out with silk. The strings 
of the.bow are made‘with horse-hair, but 
only from stallions, preferably Arabians. 

' He does not make his own prepar- 
ations; he said there were specialists for 
that. All the violins he makes are com- 
missioned..At present there is a waiting- 


: a CARIS, LS" period oftwo and a half years. 
raelis and a Japanese who‘ has now opèû- 


Josef Kantuscher does nat have a lot 


of free time, His work as an instrument 
mgker and head of,a museum keeps him 


busy. : 

Wher asked what his hobby was the 
answer was astonishing: on national -holi¬ 
days and Sundays he did not want to play 
cards ¬ be preferred to play the violin; 
And he Jikes to play best of all with his twa 


He employs one apprentice, .or at the, 


violins, stamped with his signature and 
registered in his files. 

His instruments are played by violîn- 
ists from Sidney to Leningrad to New 
York. 

Some years ago a “competition” was 
organised in the Mittenwald parisli 
church. Violinists played on various in- 
truments, some of lhem historic violins 
fronı Italy. 

Kantuscher's violins, played without 
the muscian knowing thè make of the in- 
strument, were always regarded as the 
finest sounding iristruments. 
` There are now only five instrument- 
makers registered .in Mittenwald. Kan- 
tuscher, who was 65 on 24 December, is 
the only person in his craft who is recog- ' 
nised as an independent artist by the tax 
authorities, 


mast two. He has trained Americans, Is- 


ed a school of vlolin-making in Tokyo, 

He sends pupils to Kantuscher now for 

additional training, '' 0 
Some Chinese craftsmen have aiso 


been to Mittenwald. The Chinese. now 


compete. A violin from Ching with cheap, . 


steel strings is available for DM2,000. 


Generally quality differences .are un-= . 


important, for 95 per cent of stringed in- -“ daughters who are studying music and his 


brother who is a composer living in Paris. - 
Josef Kaıutuscher's son is also a violin- 


. maker, “but he has got caught up with the 


city,” 


. ` Kantusçher said that he would conti 


nue'to make. violin as long as he could, 0 
e f a a Karl Staikiewitz : 


struments sold today are mass-produced 
Karl Roy, director of the school of vi- 


olin-making and organiser of the Marcli .. 


competition, maintained that 99 per cent 
of instruments that bore, tha Mittenwald 
mark did not originate from thê (Own. 


. ; Like Klotz and Ştaiher 300 years be, .,:; e. 
. fore them.Kantuscher and his calleagues.: " 3 x. x (Mfanrihelmer Morgen, 5 January 1 989} 


f its 


considerable advantage over the centres 
of musical instrument-making . in Italy, 
which Mittenwald took.as models for its 
own development.  . : 

In the forests around the town grew, 
and still grow, the best maple .trees, 
whose timber produced a marvellous re-. 
sonance. : 

Jakob Stainer, who came from Absam 
in the Tyrol and who later became a fa- 

mous violin-maker, had already made. 
use of this timber, 

He selected for his violin-making those 
(rees “whose sound was particularly in- 
viting,” 

The newly-trained violin-makers oarri- 
ed thelr instruments in hampers strapped 
to their backs when they returned to “ad- 
joining Bavaria," to the Tyrol, Switzer- 
land and even to the fairs at Frankfurt 
and Leipzig. 

But most took their instruments to the 
monastery at Pfaffenwinkel, where roco- 
co music flourished, The monastery glad- 
ly purchased them. 

Goethe, who passed through Mitten- 
wald on his Italian journey, admired 
more the moutain scenery than the 
town’s handicrafts. But the wealthy Fug- 
ger barking family, resident iı Augsburg, 
enriched their collection of musical in- 
struments with the products from Mitten- 
wald. 

Several Mittenwald violin-makers se1- 
tled in Munich, Vieınna, Berlin and even 
North America. The Neuer brothers 
went with their violins to Russia. 

Everywhere itinerant artists and musi- 
cians werê welcomed, even if lhey were 
only rewarded with a few ducats to take 
home. 

The instruments were at firsı suld by 
travelling peddlers, but Mittenwald 
stringed insiruments soon began lo ap- 
pear on world markets and were market- 
ed perhaps better than uny other German 
artefact. 

At the ceııd of the 18th century mer- 
chants emerged wiıo specialised in selling 
violins. Andreas Baader, .for instance, 
opened up huge markets for Mittenwald 
instruments in North and South America. 

Thousands and thousands of violins, 
cellos, double-basses and guitars were 
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exported from Bavaria all over the world. 
(Incidentally Baader discovered many 
profitable iron ore and coal deposits.) 

' Mittenwald lumbermehn’‘stored the tim- 
ber from the Graswang valley, where la- 
ter King Ludwig II built ' his fairy-tale 
Linden'Castle, for 40:to.50 years ih enöor- 
mous warehouses before İt was ready for 
use, At that time there was a violin-maker 
in every second Mittenwald home. 

But artists and craftsmen have always 
been paid miserably. Yet the:Klotz family 
of violin-makers did notdie out and fam- 
ily members still live.inı the town. 

In spring the ‘apprentices .would leave 
their work-benches and go into the for- 
ests to do othér work, fell trees for violin- 
making. r n er i 

"To keep apprentices’ in ‘the' craft a 

school for violin“+making was established 

in 1858, with an itinerant professor to 
teach the apprentices. It was.financed by 
the Bavarian royal hoüse.: i .. : 
The school is today.the only one: o 


the foot of the Kardenwel Massif. It had a 


The first stringed instruments recognis- 
able as tlie modern violin appeared in the 
16th century. The first craftsmen of note 
to make the viola da braccio (arm fiddle) 
were Gasparo da Salo (who lived fronı 
about 1542 until 1609) and Giovanni 
Paolo Maggini (about 1580-1632) both 
in Brescia, İn northern Italy. To make 
good violins, sensoned timber (spruce 
and maple) and warm and dry weather 
are needed. The violin-making tradition 
in the Bavarian tentre of Mittenwald, 
near (he border with Austria, goes back 
to Matthias Klotz (1653-1743), who was 
born there: He went to Cremona, in Ita- 
ly, then the world centre for the trade, 
and returned and set up In Mittenwald. 
The tradition has carried on to the pres- 
ent day. Karl Stankiewitz looks at the vi- 
olin town and the man regarded as its 
leading contemporary maker, Josef Kan- 
tuscher. The story appeared in Afanrn- 
heimer Morgen. 


even music professors, from France, 

Britain, Russia, Bulgaria and the Fed- 
eral Republic, will be meeting in Mitten- 
wald in Bavaria at the beginning of 
March to pass judgment on the best 
stringed instruments in the world. 

In what is a unique international 
competition for violins, violas, cellos and 
bows, the instruments will be played 
"anonymously," the performers will not 
know who made them. 

The sound of the inslruments will not 
be the only criteria the judges will con- 
sider; they will look closely al Uıc Juulity 
of the crafismanslip that has gone into 
lhe making of them, Every one musi be 
made by hand, untouched by machine. 

Huns Neuner, mayor of Mittenwald, 
said: “Musicians, violin-makers and ev- 
eryonv celse interested in this caumpetiliun 
will discover that modern instruments 
Stand up well when conıpared wiih the 
instruments made by the old masters." 

Far Mittenwald the competition is a 
means of exploiting a 300-year-old tradi- 
lion, which made the town world famous. 

A Mittenwald tailor sent his 1Û-year- 
ald son Matthias Klolz to Italy in 1663, 
where violin-making had reached its apo- 
gte,. 
Miuthias was soon the best pupil of 
Master Amati in Cremona. The bay's fel- 
low-pupils included Piero Guarneri and 
Antonio Stradivari, whq is today consid- 
ered the most brilliant, violin-maker of all 
time. 

Mittenwald's chronicles record that 
the Bavarian lad aroused the jealousy of 
the Italians. They attacked him. Matthias 
defended himself with spiril, bit he had 
tû leave and-sorved in the French army as 
a mercenary. 1 

He returned home in 1683, rich in ex- 
perience and with the best models and 
designs for violins, cello and other 
stringed instruments in his bag. Soon he 
had collected together his ûowh group of 
Pupils, 1 
„He had returned at just thê right time. 
The Bolzano Market used to be located 
in Mittenwald, situated on the 200-year- 
old trade route between Augsburg and 
Venice. About this time it was trans- 
ferred. ‘back to : Bolzano.’ ‘Mittenwald, 
which ‘had grownî'to be. an important 
commercial centre, was threatened with 
decline, ., .;’ ,,ı ا ا‎ 

The little town of Mittenwald sits at 


" 


ك 


(Fra ıkfurter Allgemeine Zeitung. , 
flr Dc “isçkland, 14 January 1989) . 
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This selection makes it clear thar the 
touring exhibitions Jo not have ig be 
centred solely on practical — Şeogra- 
phic and temporal — points of Vicw, 

The stops the exhibitions nake have 
to be selected with consideration to 
ethical values, social structureş and 
current intellectual trends, 

Unerring gauge of the Popularity of 
an artist or of an artistic epoch is the 
demand from interestcd Organisations 
abroad. The Gocthe Institute iş ane of 
these. . . 

No-one is surprisecl if German ex 
pressionism, the German art form per 
se, has become an “export hit.” The 
Kritische Grafik ‘in der Weimarer Zeit 
exhibition, organised by Eberhard Ro- 
ters and Wieland Schmied, hag also 
been a success. 

It is booked out until 1997 and has 
been particularly successful in Latin 
America. 

There the powerful expression and 
the sharp social analysis of a Dix, 
Grosz, Hubbuch or Georg Scholz have 
had more impact than the big three of 
German impressionism, Liebermann, 
Slevogt or Corinth, or the trouble- 
maker Max Klinger. 

Irreplaceable individual! works, in- 
valuable pictures by artists long dead 
are not put into the exhibitions touring 
different countries. In this context the 
new media are all the more welcome. 

Handy vidcos hy Beuys, Rcbecca 
Horn, Michael Klier or Reiner Ruthen- 
beck offer art from tu tin can, as it were. 

There are some small sculptures by 
Kãthe Kollwitz on tour and collages by 
Hannah Höğch. The resilience of the 
materials used in the work is an im- 
portant consideration in the selection 
of works for an exhibition. 

Fundamentally decisions are made 
in favour of the more recent and criti 


RAL Artists, The sglon urt-of thé turi of 


the century is of no interest, nor, oddly 
enough, art nouveauı. 

Out of a whole successful series of 
catalogues once or two can be singled 
out for mention: the handbook on 150 
years. of Ocrman design, a survey uf 
commercial photography or Gunther 
Thiem's excursion into the new terrilo- 
ry of German woodcuts of the 20th 
century, a work of valuc even for spe” 
cialists. 

The 1983 documentary exhibition 
Deutschlandbilder began a series deal- 
ing with the country and the people, 
customs at family celebrutions such as 
the exhibition “Yoga, Jeuns und Souve- 
nirs," daily life in Buxtehude or the le- 
gends and realities of Oll Father’ 
Rhine. . 

Apart from providing factual Infor- 
mation and subducd representations 
there is an enthusiasm to misslonise: 
for example the 60 black-and-white, 
photographs with captions In thei 
“Grüne Patriarchen" exh{bition (about 
(Tees) with four accompanying -fllms 


and A çatalogue in German-and-Eig 


lish. This exhibition is cat present in, 


.Patras, Greece, 


Visitors can watch the “budding of 
the common’ beech, ‘Fagus .silvatica," 
get to know something of the secrets.of 


the German oak and learn ر ی‎ 


the horrors of the déath’ of the foe 
Some Greeks just. smile: at the one,’ 


, others shake their heads at the other.. ٍ 
` The Greek visitor, ‘hûwëvet, will bê 
g.of the bare’. 


able to recall the messû : 
conifers at an intvrnatigial éongress oP. 
environmêntal prgtftlion,:. or .ht;,the 
next company «töiiférefice: About: the; 
Purchase of imprûved filter equlpment, 
or just at his gara e. E 
Mar:.na Wehlte-Höschele ! 
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hibitions from overseas and prepares 
exhibitions and catalogues for the Fed- 
eral Republic dealing with the fine arts, 
music, science and technology. 

Various themes have been dealt with 
in exhibitions: “Spitzensport" in 1981, 
or an exhibition on German woodcuts 
of the 20th century staged in 1983- 
1984, or an exhibition devoted to a 
single artist, the Max Klinger exhibition 
of 1976-1977. EE : 

Exhibitions .dealing with a specific 
period have been organised such as the 
Grafik der -siebziger Jahre of 1982- 
1984, or an exhibition dealing with a 
whole movement in art such as the Real- 
istische Zeichnungen mounted in 1983.. 

Projects are put in the hands of spe- 
cialists whose knowledge arid expertise 
is used in preparing the catalogue for 
the exhibition and in purchasing art 
works. 

The institute purchases sculpture, 
paintings, drawings, series of photo- 
graphs and videos, collections of art 
without a home, world-travellers in the 
service of the state. 

There are at present 25 exhibitions of 
original works on tour. They provide in- 
formation about the Federal .Republic 
as a cultural nation and-as ã modern, in- 
dustrialised state. 

The touring exhibitions reach back to 
glass painting from the Middle Ages and 
exlend to the painting of the “Wild 
Ones" of the 1960s. 

Overviews of this kind are mainly 


imed-at-aducsting-andinevitably.make, 


do wilh reproductions rather than orig- 
inal works of art. 


Without excepti iginal-works 
r018 arl held by the [Institute come from 


the body of 20th century art, particular- 
ly the past few decades up until the 
present, 

These include about 100 drawings 
each from the 1950s, 1960s and 1970s, 
a unique selection of cartoon films, a. 
large-scale display of contemporary 
sculptures, art works and drawings un- 
der the title Dreldimensional, 

They are supplemented by film por- 
traits by Rückriem, Piene, Hajek and 
Vostell. 

The realistic drawings by Göttlicher, 
Grützke, Knipp, Petrick, Sartorius, Pc= 
ter Sorge, Klaus Vogelsang and Ben 
Willikens speak for themselves in the 
2 selection by Lucius Grige- 

ach. 


Management has coolly takën into 
consideration what is involved with the 
hectic acquisition of companies in a dif- 


ferent management “culture” and with a 
differing technological! basis, 


Zimmermann said: “We: have gainéd . 


time but taken risks.” Workers’ represen- , 
tatives see the dangers differently. 


Mooshammer said: “Foreign markets 


cannot be conquered without local pro- 
duction.” Hawreluik wants to know where 
development and production will be done. 


Asked what would be the .Position of 


Siemens cmployees in five. years’ time, - 
workers councils and managers have been 
given replies loaded with significance, 


Moorshammer believes the position will] 


stagnate, that is the work force will remain 
at 223,000` in Germany. Zimmermann: 
“We shall have just about the same number 
of workers — in Europe.” 


[ Peter Ziller 
.(Frankfu rler Rundschau; 
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E CULTURAL PROMOTION 


Institute for foreign relations takes 


ا 


i 


library and are a first-class source of In- 
formation. 

They are newspapers such as the 
Allgemeine Zeitung from Windhoek in 
Namibia, Aufbau in New York, the 
newspaper of the ethnic Germans in 
Hungary, Nere Zeitung, or the Karpat- 
en-Rundschau, which gives the ethnic- 
Gernıan point of view of Romanian Pre- 
sident Ceausecu's resettlement pro- 
gramme. 

All these and many others provide 
important details and the latest deve- 
lopments about the IHfe of ethnic Ger- 
mans, 

The German press abroad in fact 
nıakes up only a small part of the Insti- 
tute's specialised library. 

This library, one of the most exten- 
sive of its kind in Europe, collects pub- 
lications dealing with information about 
foreign countries, cultural exchange, aid 
for development and education, migra- 
tion questions and the problems of mi- 
norities. 

There are more than 320,000 vo- 
lumes of specialised literature in the lib- 
rary, supplemented by 5,600 micerofilms 
and 4,500 internalional specialist maga- 
zines extending from Adult Education 
and Development, published by the 
German Adult Education Association 

to ‘thier quarter tift Jar Kuli- 
Fraustausch, 


The Institute also concerns itself with 


writers, 

It prepares conference reports and 
statistics, indexes of addresses and gath- 
ers together titles of publications for 
specialists. 

Material is produced for Goethe In- 
stitute training courses, and anyone who 
Wants to illustrate a lecture on a trip to 
China or a holiday 1rip to Mexico can 
borrow colour slides from the Institute's 
photographic library. 

The Institute for Foreign Relations is 
supplied with information from all parts 
of the world and it compiles and distri- 
butes a programme about Germany to 
the four corners of the earth, 

The Institute endeavours to interest 
art galleries and museums to Put on ex- 


Contlnued from page 8 


the company went to Bosch. A few weeks 
ago Siemens snapped up IN2 in France, a 
company which producers small to medi- 
um-sized office computers. The company 
has an annual turnover of DM30Omn. 

Without Rolm Siemens has 27,000 
employecs in the US and has an annual 
lurnover of DM5.Sbn, This is almost ten 
per cent of the campany’s total turnover, 
But Sienıens has not reached its goal; the 
company intends to press ahcad. 

‘The businesses purchased wil! make en- 
ormous lasses at the begin ning —~ at the end 
af the financial period 1986-1987 there 
was t loss in the accounts of DM450m. 

But the company docs not intend to 
ceuse shopping around. Hans Decker, 
president of the Siemens Corporation in- 
New York, recently confirmed; “We are 


interested in everything that is linked to 
Siemens"activities," . 


.„_ the publishing o j 


the message ou 


Gir 1925 the corner building oppo- 
site Stutitgart’s Staatsgalerie has 
hauscd the former German Institute for 
Foreign Countries, now the Institute for 

Foreign Relalions., 

This building dates from !705, wien 
it was constructed as a barracks for the 
Duke of Wiirttemberg's bodyguard. La- 
ter it was used as u stalc orphanage. 

The Institute has a considerable (ra- 
dition for dealing with cultural diploma- 
Cy, and is independent. Its task is (o pro- 
mote internalional cultural and infor- 
mation exchanges based on reciprocity. 

It is supported by the central govern- 
ment, the state of Badcn-Wirttemberg, 
Ihe cily of Stuttgart and ù private asso- 
ciation. 

lts establishment during the First 
World War was a symbol, in difficulı 
times, of an increased sense of identity 
with ethnic Germans abroad, 

‘The iden vvus that they should remain 
linked to thc homeland and so be able to 
sufeguard thcir charucteristics, 

‘They should also fornı bridge be- 
tween their country of origin and the 
country where they were gucsts, ambas- 
salors of good will, 

The significance of cultural diploma- 
cy was first recognised towards the end 
of the Kaiser's era. On | 7 January 1917 
the Institute and Muscum for the Study 
of Ethnic Germans Abroad and for the 
Promution of German Interests Abroad 
was founded in the Linden Museum in 
Stullgart. 

___ twas the preducessor of the German 
Institue far Foreign Countries and the 
Institute for Foreign Relations. 

The klea of setting up a muscunı for 
“Germanness abroad” was conceived in 
the Wilrttemberg Association for Mer- 
cantile Gcography and at the Eıhnologi- 
cal Museum. 

The intention was to document and 
display the history of settlements of 
German emigrants, the development of 
their cultural history and their contribu- 
tion to the prosperity of other countries, 

This project could only be realised in 
the 1930s and was of short duration, 
The museum's collection was buried un- 
der the débris of the Wilhelms-Palais in 
July 1944. 

Since ils foundation it has been non- 
political and was spared from Nazi in- 
terference, so it could continue its work 
after 1945. 

During the 1920s and 1930s the In- 
stitute in Stuttgart was very active. In a 
year as many as 120 lectures introduced 
audiences t0 foreign peoples, with the 
cusloms of those foreign countries 
which snon became a second home to 
emigranls. 

‘Taday firms particularly make use of 
the availability of the [Institutes courses 
for their employees who are to take up a 
post abroad. The courses last several 
days and prepare purlicipants for their 
new lives in different conditions. 

The Institute for Foreign Relations 
wurks with u series of newly-crcutel 
heulies such as Inter Nationes and with 
the Goethe Institute, which was reqp- 
ened in 1952, 

The Institute maintains the literary 
heritage of clhnic Germuns. There are 
nlmonl 10B German-languuge newspa- 
pers ir various parls of the world which 
Teport on the uctivities of people of 
Germitn descent, 
` They are displayed in the Institute's 
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er by profession, what is good or bad 
for my child!" 
Sooner or later the chicken comes 


„, home to roast. As children keep up the 


bad lhabit their tceth go ‘fron bad lo 
worse, thcy suffer from serious pain, 
inflammation and suppuration of the 
gums and puvor gcheral healih. 

They increasingly suffer from com- 
plaints of the respiratory tract and 
bladder, inflammation of the inner ear, 
bouts of fever and general lassitudce. 

One might argue at this point thal 
parents in this category must, along 
with their bottle-addicted children, 
suffer for their refusal to learn their 
lesson. 1 

This ethical approach is fundamen= 
tally dubious. Besides, the bad exam- 
ple set by parenis who are sa con- 
vinced they are right is increasingly 
followed in less privileged families. 

The nursing bottle syndrome, as it is 
now internationally known, is accom- 
panied by the most scrious clamage to 
tecıih and gums. 

It is followed by speech and chewing 
deformities, aesthetic cleformaltion, loss 
of place in the gums for the remaining 


` EunkfurterRundschau 


teeth, bacterial dumage to lhe remaining 
teetlı and so on. 

Scientifically, then, the problcm is 
known to exist und for whi WU is, Even 
munulaciurers of plastic nursing hiot- 
titles are coming lo feel uncasy abeul 
their "unhuly alliuuce" with hate tul 
ishisls. 

Since [PSG a lCuding GOcimin NADU - 
luiutcr. Nlupia. lis cluded wih Ihc 
buatles it sells [he advice: 

"Plcasce dont give your child this 
butlle ûs u permancen pacifier. Fre-= 
qu¢cnt or constant coulltactl of liquitl 
with the teeth can cause caries. 

“As a general rule give children 
< "othing sweet to cat or drink lier {hvir 
teeth have Deen brushed ın the cven 
ing. 
Whal this advice fails lo mention is: 
"Children over |23 months ough ds a 
rule no longer to use bottles." 

Warnings on this point have been 
sounded by doctors as well as dentists. 
A paediatrician, Dr Böcker, writes in a 
specialist journal: 

“For years I have noticed thal tea 
botıles are frequently replacing com- 
forters amang bath autpatienls and 
hospital palients, regardless of their 
paren{s’ social status. 

“It is.used lo pacify and distract, to 
help children to go to, sleep, to coun- 
teract fear and anxiety and simply to 
keep children busy. .. ت‎ 

“Habits are formed that can later be 
resumed. with disastrous effect in-‘con-=- 
flict situations. Take, for iasfance, the 
debate on „eating as a pleasure substi- 
tute among overweight children., 

„. “One can just,as easily imagine nurs- 
ing. botile children later being more 
readily susceptible to drug or alcohol 
abuse.” I) AM 
. .. So does an addiction to sweet drinks 
from a baby’s bottle leacl to a later ad- 
diction to the bottle in the convention- 
al adult sense of the term? 

° One. forecast can, confidently be 
‘made. There will be no idenlifiable dif- 
ference between. alcoholics who .haye 
grown adldicted: to ,{he bottle. from 
drinking sweetened teas and those who 


..havê .been addicted to .aurstng bottles 


of lemonade, fruit juice or instant. co- 
coa (all swgelened). ...,. .' . ,.. 

eis, Yt, Willi-Eckhart Wetzel . 
م“‎ . (Frankfurter. Rundschau; 14 Jnnuary L989) 


mW CHILDREN'S HEALTH 


Nursing bottle syndrome blamed for 
serlous damage to teeth and gums 


Guzzlers addicted to the “bottle" in 
this way not infrequently drink up to 
three litres of liquid a day. 

Two Swiss specialists, Professor Mar- 
thaler (preventive medicine) and Pro- 
fessor Tönz (paediatrics), have this to 
say: 

“From the medical viewpoint this ad- 
dictive drinking is one of the most la- 
mentable setbacks in the otherwise so 
sûeccessful history of baby and infant 
food. 

“The bad habit of giving children ba- 
bies' battles to drink out of leads not 
only to more or less seriolls, and even 
appalling, caries; the habit of constantly 
drinking is a physiological liquid hurd- 
cll..." 

So‘our Swiss nciglbours have a word 
for it, one that hits the nail on the head. 
But what ahout us? We are well on the 
way to a trendy new bad habit. 

Unlike 1981, when “swectencd tea” 
caries was a lopic appreciated by all so- 
cial sectors, today’s “progressive,” uni- 
versity-educated parents are the self- 
destructive vanguard. 

One mighi almost say lhat children 
with babies' botiles are u “hallmark of 
alternative progress.” 

Surprisingly, mont parents First vehd- 
mently try to defend thcir clildrcn"s id= 
dictiin tu ihe bottle wiih pstudn-psy- 
chulogical arguments despite the Inost 
sêrinus caries lamage. 

Uh Most FCG DEUCE ay-= 
anced is that drinking from the buttle is 
iı keeping with the instinctive ne¢d felt 
by young children to suckle. 

Infinite patience is needed to show 
them that this need, as evidenced by 
thumb-sucking or resort (o ruhber teats 
shaped to suit the gums, has. nothing 
whatever to do with excessive drinking 
from babies’ bottles. 

The one is pleasurable, the other iS u 
mode of food intake that is no longer 
appropriate to children of their age. 

The counter-arguntents then heard al 
times sound almost grotesque. “But I fill 
the bottle with nothing but home-made 
pure apple juice," parents say, or: “The 
child drinks nothing but tea we brew 
ourselves, sweetened with a little ho- 
‘ney. 

Parents who refuse to accept reason 
have even been known to leave our 
surgery saying: “You're a dentist, not a 
psychologist. You can’t tell me, a teach- 


pulled in, mouths ‘open and tongues 
pressed against the lower teeth. . 

That ruled out the otherwise normal 
neutralising and cleansing effect of sali- 
va, which continued to protect teeth in 
the lower gums, for instance. : 

The harmful effect was intensified 
when the bottle was used when children 
awoke at night or when they were going 
to sleep. : 

Salivation then no longer occurred in 
the oral cavity either, which greatly en- 
couraged plaque and, in the final analy- 
sis, caries. 

The reader may wonder why the 
word "tea" is here used in quotation 
marks. It is not just a question of a snide 
insinuationp; there really is a dislinclion 
that can only be made in this way. 

Instant teas.then and now are almost 
exclusively products markeled in keep- 
ing with food legislation, as opposed to 
the stricter pharmaceulical or pharmac- 
ological canon. 

The designation "tea" is a pharmuco- 
logical and medical seal of quality thal 
was tluıs debascd and downgraded to 
sell flavoured sugar as a drink. 

To this day German courts are deal- 
ing with prnduet liability damages suits. 

Those who ftullowed the dehate and 
trends in connection with so-culled 
“swerienel ica" in thr Federal Repuhtic 
of Germany can be excused for having 
imagined thal Irom ibhuul 14%3 the 
prullem ul cirics in Milk tevlh and up- 
per milk incisors would Jccline in in- 
pnriancê. 

Sales af instant leas plummeted and 
the handy new plastic babies’ hottles 
were wilhdrawn frum the markel. 

At the children's dental clinic in 
Giessen we did indeed register û rough- 
ly 70-per-cent decline in the number of 
such referrals. But the number then 
slowly increased, gaining nore rapid 
montentunı from 1987. 

The reason was that (he handy plastic 
bottles came back on the market and 
have steadily gained in popularity. 

Yet a number of changes have oc- 
curred in comparison with 198]. In- 
stead of instant teas more and more par- 
ents are giving their (no longer infant) 
children alternative sweet or acid drinks 
such as milk flavoured with instant co- 
.coa powder, fruit juice, lemonade or 
merely milk but day by day and night 
by day and by the bottle. : 


سے 


caterpillars on a diet of PA. They then 
developed an olfactory organ out of all 
„proportion to their bodies:.gigantic hai- 
ry tabes. They are, he says, absolutely 
unique, : 

Professor Boppré, who describes 
himself as a convinced basic research 
scientist, is çonvinced (hat man depends 
for his survival on fully understanding 
biological mechanisms. OE 

- He will then, forinstance, be able to 
keep pharmacophagous pests, of 
which. there may well be other variet- 


‘`. ies than‘ this one locust, under .contrg] 


in tune with nature and the environ- 
.ment. , rT 1 nS 
„, Both development physiologists and 
ecologists are: most impressed by his 
tiger moath.experjments, the firsl case in 


` which a single substance has been found 
lo govern specific organte growth." 


E c.c HPA. 
. . (Bremer Naçhrichien, 14 January.! 989) 


‘Continüed from page 12 
these alkaloids as.a nutrient. They have 


no nutritional value, It uses them as an 
intoxicant; they have the useful side-ef“ 


‘-fectaf keeping enemies at bay. - 


.. The malê buttëffly "also needs .the 
scent to be accepted by the female, Dur- 
ing mating it transmits a little of .this 
substance to.the female, protecting her 
too. a 8 : 

Burterflies.that lack this scent standa 
poorer .chance of survival and none 


whatever of mating, Professor Boppré 


SAYS. : : 
rials demonstrated not only that the 
monarch butterfly needs its PA. “fix" — 
so do flies, .bugs: and, totally unexpec” 
tedly, zonocerus, ... . 
Even morte, surprisingly, He çame ac- 
ross. another, phenomenon he «describes 
as a. “hitherfq qnptecedentegd deyelop- 
ment physiological phenomenon.” EE 
` He fed South-East Asian ıtiger moth 


Professor Willi-Eckhard Wetzel (eaches 
children's dentistry at Glessen Unlvers- 
ity. His 1981 articles on sweetened in- 
stant tea causing caries in babies’ teeth 
made headiine news. In this article he 
deals with addictive drinking from ba- 
bies’ bottles by children aged one to five 
and the dental damage it causes. 


Mw people will remember the out- 
cry that swept the German-lan- 
guage media in 1981 when an article of 
mine in a specialist journal showed a 
link to exist between oaries in milk teeth 
and excessive consumption of sweet- 
ened instant teas from babies’ bottles by 
children aged between one and five. 

From about 1979 a growing number 
of infants were brought to our hospital 
with teeth seriously caries-damaged. 

We soon noticed two points. One was 
that caries mainly began in the upper 
milk incisors, the other that neariy all 
children with this condition were accus- 
tomed to drinking from plaslic babies’ 
bottles for longer than is usuul. 

These conclusions were readily 
reached. Some patients, aged threr to 
five, still drank from babies’ bottles 
without the least embarrassment in the 
surgery. Others even came in for treat» 
ment with a hottle in the corner ol thcir 
mouth. 

Some insisted on keeping their bolt- 
tles in their hand during trealnenl ancl 
in taking a swig from it during breaks. 

We naturully wnndercd what tastcd 
so goal that children who were no long-= 
er habies drank it like babies in previ- 
ously inconceivable quantities. 

The answer was soon cleur. It was 
newly marketed instant tea, consisting 
of roughly 95 per cent sugar in İts grari- 
ulated form, 

Manufacturers differêéd in thelr ingre- 
dients merely in the ralio of saccharose 
to glucose. The “tea extract" was NO 
more than three to five per cent of 1he 
dry matter. 

Depending on the recommended do- 
Soage parents dissolved the “tea” in tap 
waicr, feeding children a solution of be- 
tween four und 1Û per cent sugar. 

What struck as incredible was the 
way in which manufacturers blandly re-= 
commended giving children “tea solu- 
lion" between meals during the daytime 
and as a “good night” drink before they 
went to sleep. -. : ا‎ 

As dentists there was no way in which 
we could accept such recommendations 
as responsible advice. .. ' : 

It.was as clear'in 198I as it is now 
that various kinds of sugar, especially 
saccharošeê anid glucose, particularly 
tend to cause caries when consumed for 
long periods between meals or before 
going to sleep. < ° 

This came as a shock to the public. 
What then happened was that these 
“teas” ‘were either ‘withdrawn from the 
'mûrket, 'their sugar ‘content reduoed, 
‘8O1d "With -a*çaries warning ‘printed on 
the packet or rèplaced by sugar-free alt” 
ernatives., . : : 

Some manufacturers ‘withdrew the 
convenient bottles from the market, 
‘there being no doubt that. these bottles 
tempted parents to give children ‘OO 
much instant tea” to drink. Tl 

The upper milk incisors.were patticu- 
larly endangered because . chilûren 
. Sucked away at their bottles with cheeks 
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procedures currently available, such as 
ultrasonic testing, computer tomogra- 
phy or conductivity measurements. 

Rinn is now working with Willibald 
Kanım lo test (rees in public parks for 
local authorities in various parts of the 
country. 

He says other uses for the device are 
feasible. It could, for instance, he used 
to analyse lhe lnad capucity of wooden 
SIFuEfUrALcOMpouents.in élcl houses, 

It is. he says, the first technique avail- 
able for measuring wood density in de- 
ciduous trecs, which have so far defied 
even X-ray analysis. 

He claims not to have mude a single 
mistaken dingnaxis yet in analysing how 
sound trees are in this way. 

Trees felled as a result of lis analyses 


have so far all been [ound lo be da- 
maged. 
Hans-Martin Schutbertitipad 
(Qenerul-Anzeiger, Donn, 14 Junuury 1089) 


Biting Into the bark: sclentist Frank Rinn in action, 


denonstrating ty pi- 
cal annual ring 
structure to within 
0.05mm. Annual 
ring analysis is par- 
ticularly important 
in dendrochronol- 
ogy and climatol- 
OgY, or working out .' 
the age of wood by : 
means of its annual 

ring structure and 

analysing the links 


between" wood 
growth and climate 
influences, Infer- 


ences can be drawn 
from the propor= 
tion of early and 
late wood and the 
width of annual 
rings in general as 
to growth factors 
such as tempera- 
ture and rainfall inı 
a given year. Frank 
Rinn now plans to 
use this technique to test the influence 
of toxin emission on tree growth, which 
would be of considerable importarice 
for environmental research: : 

Discs of tree trunk or samples drilled 
in much the same way as a cheese is 
ironed are needed for microscopic anal- 
ysis of annual ring structures or X-ray 
analysis of wood density. 

Trees must be either felled or at least 


.. dÊiOusSIY damaged..ta come by _these 


samples. 
Measurements of resistance to drill 
wreak no destruction because the nee- 


-dle merely pushes the wood to one side. 


Wood is flexible and the hole is 
e orice the needle has been extract- 
ed. 

The drill is used with a small compu- 
ter to evaluate readings in the field. It 
can be operated by a single person. 

That makes it much less expensive 
than X-ray density analysis or other 


Biological pesticide to be tried 
on African locust plagues 


, The zonocerus locust, he snys, has an 
Insatiable appetite for pyrrolizidin alKa- 
loids, or PA for short; e 

„ They are substances with u nutrition” 
al Value of nil produced by asperifoliate 
flora and common groundsel to protect . 
themselves from being eaten. : 


Professor-Boppré plarîs To tesî his bi 


ological pesticide in Africa provided 
fundg are available. 

„The discovery of this specific vore: 
cious appetite of the West: African lo" 
cust is a classic instance.of basic. re” 
search proving extremely useful] ا‎ 
tice, 

Professor Boppré was, initially. inter” 
ested in harmless butterfliès, not in the 
devastating graşsho pper, ا‎ N 

: ‘He used the tropical; monarch butter 
fly. to test the. fungtons of,:aromatic 
agents produced ,þy-the malé:bufterfly,. . 

: His findings were both suggestivê and, 
exciting. The scent.is caused by pyrroli?,. 
Zidin alkaloids the butterfly extract’ 
from .dried. plants...It, has no need: of 

`.'ı. :.Contihued:on page 13 . 
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Ps “hooked” on certain toxins 
. may, says a Freiburg forestry zoolo- 

gist, be controlled by a binary pesticide 
consisting of their favourite narcotic 
and A poison causing certain death. . : 

Since. the toxic substance that attracts 
them repels other fauna, this binary, pes- 
ticide is both .effective and environ- 
mêent-friendly., . 

Professor Michael Boppré says a 
number of butterflies, flies, bugs: and 
other insects are “pharmacophagous,” 
or drug-eaters, e 7 
He plans to use. the killer combina¬ 
tion he has devised to eliminate. zonoc- 
erus, a locust.that poseg serious prob- 
for farmers in West Africa... 

his gaily-coloured pest may not b 

member of the Biblical locunt family b0 
It Is so voracious that it too has a devas 
taling effect on harvestg,. ' '. , 


and Siegfried Voss. Workihg on tele- 
graph poles into which holes were 
drilled to make impregnating agents 
sink in better, they noted that the nee- 
dles used penetrated easily: at some 
points and harder at other points on the: 
same pole. 0 

They inferred that needles must drill 
particularly easily into wood the strucr 
(urê of which was damaged by rot, in- 
sects or suchlike, . . > : 

The two engineers developed in 1985 
a drill to analyse rotten wood. : 

Rinn has inıproved the device and the 
pracedure and added a computer pro- 
granıme tQ evaluate the readings. 

Above all, he has shown that this 
melhod, which was initially used only 1o 
rouglıly localise rot due to tree clamage, 
can also be used to measure the width of 
annual rings and fluctualions in wood 
densily within a growth year, 

This had previously only been possi- 
ble under a microscope or by means of 
X-ray analysis, 

Rinn's method.of measuring tree ring 
paramaters is bascd on holes drilled 
with a special drill, 

It sends a 1.3-millimetrê needle into 
the wood at a constant rate or thrust. 

The power required varies, depend- 
ing on how hard the wood is, and this 
variation is measured electronically. 

The power consumption graph indi- 
cites woad density, ranging from hard 
late wood to soft early wood, and thus 
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. Meteorological stations 


supplied ihe data arranged in see-at-a-glance lables İn these new reference 
works. They include details of air and water temperature, precipitation, 
humidity, sunshine, physical stress of climate, wind conditions and f requency 
of thunderstorms, : 


WM THE ENVIRONMENT 


Drilling for rot: new method 
of testing for tree damage 


Heidelberg physicist has developed 

Anew, almost harmless and ama- 
zingly simple method of testing trees for 
forest damage. : 

Damaged trees by the roadside or in 
public parks can be dangerous. Strong 
winds can bowl them over, killing or in- 
juring pcople, damaging parked cars 
and jnmming traffic. 

Increasingly extensive foresl damage 
has led to a rapid increase in the num- 
ber of sicklisted trees They are usually 
fellecl when suspected of no longer be- 
ing sound. 

Shoulcl this cliagnosis he mistaken the 
tree is still doonted, Analysis techniques 
so fur avuilable huve meant clther felling 
the tree ar drilling holes so large that it 
iS seriously dimuged as n result, 

Frank Rinn developed his technique 
working for a diploma al Heidelberg 
University environmental physics de- 
partment. 

It furmed part of a joint project with 
the department of dendroclronology a1 
the Botanical Institute of Hohcnhcim 
University, Stutigarl. 

He perfected alechnique of analysing 
tree damage originally devised by Bud 
Ocynhausen enginecrs Willibald Kamm 
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These figures compiled over Ihe years are invaluable both for planning journeys 
to distant countries and for scientific research. 


Basic facls and figures for every country in the world form a preface to the 
tables. The emphasis is on the country's natural statistics, on climate, 
population, (rade and transport. 


The guides are handy in size and Plexibly bound, indispensable for daily use in 
commerce, induslry und the travel (rade. 


Four Yolumes ure nvuiluble: 


North and South America. |72 pp., DM 24.8; 
Asls/Australla, 240 pp.. DM 24.80: 
Afriea, 130 pp., DM 24.80, 

Eurape/ LISSR, 240 pp.. DM 34.81) 
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neath a house in Zehlendorf surrounded 
. by a barbcd-wire fence, : 

Top security is applied to the house 
which is under the supervision of the 
American protecting powers. 

The most important part of the collec- 
tion is the almost complete Nazi archives 
with data on something like 10.7 million 
party members. : 

The collection also includés personal 
files on 600,000 members of the SA, the 
Brown Shirts, 230,000 Gestapo men and 
woman, and 60,000 officers and 490,000 
members of the Nazi teachers association 
and the Reich's register of doctors. 

These archives also include files from 
the Race and Settlements Central Office 
under the Chamber of Culture and the 
People's Court. 

The case involving the Berlin Docu- 
ment Center has triggered the reopening 
of the negotiations between the United 
States and the Federal Republic, which 
had stagnated for a number of reasons, 
for the handing over of thesc archives to 
the German authorities, The negotiations 
have been going on since 1967. 

The main impediment to the Federal 
Republic's taking over the archives was 
that the microfilming of the collcetion for 
the National Archives in Washinglon had 
not yet been completed. This was a basic 
requiremenl for the Americans before 
the archives could be handed over, 

Well-informed sources now know thal 
cash has been made available to speed up 
the microfilming of these archives. 

The Berlin Document Cenler papers 
will in all probability be handed vver to 
the Federal Republic, probably for the 
Federal Archives in Koblenz, inı the fore- 


secable future. Rulf Geurg Reuth 
(Frunkfurler Allgemeine Zeilung 
fur Deubchland, 10 January 10%, 


speak of “political considerations." An’ 
investigation into the director's involve- 
ment was dropped because of a lack of 
evidence against him. 

The Berlin prosecutor's office is coh- 
ducting an investigation against the for- 
mer deputy to the director of the Docu- 
ment Center on suspicion of theft and 
against nine other persons on suspicion 
of receiving stolen goods, 

The end to these investigations is not 
yetin sight, 

As long ago as 1983 the US mission in 
Berlin provided information that original 
fles from the Document Center had 
come to light in Stuttgart and Fulda. 

In the course of later investigations 
clues from Britain were followed up, but 
because suspects could not be pinpointed 
the investigations were suspended, 

Only after repeated anonymous snips 
of information from Hamburg and Lon- 
don came to hand involving the lost files 
was the case reopened last year. 

Charges of theft, receiving stolen 
goods and forgery were made against 
Darko, Berger, Borrmann and Hiüsken, 
uwner of an auction house in Hamburg, 
in mid-October last year, 

The stolen original files are a small 
part of the 3) million from the Third 
Reich which are stored in a bunker he- 


mation and programnıes with their com- 
Pulers but they cun also feed in their 
own communicalions, tips and slogans. 

According to the Bundesprüfstelle 
rigli-winğ exıremists have made in- 
creasing use öf this medium. 

The authorities have 10 deal Wi new 
tcchnical problems in chasing after Nazi 
software. The Bundesprüfstelle only 
moves into aclion when it has a tip-off 
from the state youth affairs office. 

Youth affairs offices on the spot, the 
main sources of informalion for the 
Bundesprüfstelle, have “variable con- 
nections with these circles," according 
to the head of the Bundespriüfstelle, Ru- 
dolf Stefen. The CID is generally less 
well-connected with them. 

The social backgrounds of the users has 
not yet been researched. It is known, how- 
ever, that young people involved are “real 
computer game players," that is players 
who are simply interested in usihg their 
computers for the games, mainly young 
people from lower-income homes with li- 
mited self-esteem. 
7 “Fhe. latest BundesprÜfstelle report 
| Says that "In an area full of failure" the 
. players.are looking for some “sign of ap- 
.'.,, proyal atleast.” i. E 
:,, Schoolboys and girls from advanced 
' Classes and students rfther play “adven- 
.. fre games" which dèpend: İess .on..a 

. speedy .reactliah ,and morê .on . fantasy 


Guchbels. The main point uf sale for these 
floppies, through which neo-Nuzis want to 
get af young people who are computer 
freaks, is the school playground. The pro- 
grammes can therı be endlessly copied on 
the computer at home, 

Many make themselves available 
through so-called “mailboxes,” This is a 
kind of computerised information ar- 
chives which can be tapped free or for a 
charge with the aid of a computer and a 
telephone connection with a modem or 
‘acoustic çouplers. 

Main centres for these “mailboxes” 
are Berlin, Munich, Hamburg and the 
Ruhf. Mailbox users can call up infor- 


LA 


; ` and patience, ... e E 

. Only. bejween tên And’ 20 per cenit of 
:* ‘the playera İù both categories are girls, 
r lie peef#:of' the “mallboxes". syste 

„ıı are miainly-male. They, include.students 
1. frOfl.:. technical: . disciplines who have 
.. developed. cûnsiderable: abilities in ‘the 
: "Main.to'infllttate a data network... ' . a 

.. 5 They woul be the:First.in’ a. positioi. 
' ..t0.wrGK;the’Nazi software in: thé mall? 
;; boRes, FEWiuldbe' a job rei Worl do 
MEY r i Gerd Radhaus 
`’ tNürnbelger Nachrlehtetl, 5 Junuary 1989) 
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The head of the Berlin Document 
Center was expressly excluded from this 
assumption. 

In explaining the judgment the presid- 
ing judge stated that these persons could 
have made the decisions about the thefts, 
while Darko was an “interested messeng- 
er.” 

These facts were taken into considera- 
tion in the accused's favour when reach- 
ing a verdict. 

During the trial Darko stated that his 
superiors had put him up to passing on 
the documents to an intermediary, whom 
they had selected. 

In an earlier hearing before the public 
prosecutor Darko said that the director 
of the Document Center and his deputy 
had asked him lo take the files. 

Before the pronouncement of judg- 
ment Darko’'s defence lawyer said that, 
on the question of people in the back- 
ground, the American director of the Do- 
cument Center had been “handled with 
kid gloves." The lawyer said that the di- 
rector had known of the theft “since 
1985." 

The defence took the view that this in- 
dicated the director had “at least cuvered 


Hitler turns up in pirated 
video propaganda games 


Hatred of Turks is a feature of many 
of these computer games, At the beginn- 
ing of the game “Hitler Diktator" Adolf 
Hitler promises: "I shall return and put 
all the Turks in a gas chamber.” 

There are also games which call for a 
high degree of intelligence but which are 
not one iota better. 

In the game "Stalag I" the guards at a 
concentration camp have to prevent a 
break-out of the camp prisoners with 
every means possible. 

Another game involves extending as 
far as possible one's own Reich for Ary- 
ans by armed violence. The game re- 
conimends the occasional pogrom be- 
cause otherwise. the - . 

Jews would rob tax 
collectors levying 


“dirty: Bolsheviks” 
“Aryan  gğimes,” 


“The first Nazi De- .. 
1 Bolsheviks:  : 


"German: woman," or 
“the German warri- ` 


as Krupp’steel" will , 


conquer thé rest of. f 
.the world. Hardly a. e. 


inal sound of te’: 


„funds to pay for new 
„troops. Naturally the 


:are.nût forgotten in 
."Clean Germany" or ' 
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` 10,000 files stolen from American-run 
Nazi document centre in Berlin 


: As Berlin court has passed sen-' 


tences in the case involving the theft 
of more than 10,000 Nazi files from the 
Berlin Document Center, - 

The main accused, Alfred Darko, for- 
mer head of the photo department of the 
.US-administered centre in the borough 
of Zehlendorf, was sentenced to two 
years and four months imprisonment, 

The other three accused were put on 
probation and given fines for receiving 
stolen goods. 

The owner of one of the largest auc- 
tion houses in Germany specialising in 
military memorabilia, Hamburg-based 
André Hilsken, 32, was given a two-year 
suspended sentence and ordered to don- 


` ate DM50,000 to charity. 


Herbert Borrmann, the Berlin dealer 
in military memorabilia, was given a su- 
spended sentence of 20 months and a 
fine of DM 70,000. 

Second-hand dealer Henry Berger, al- 
so from West Berlin, was given a 21- 
month suspended sentence and a fine of 
DM7,000. 

The sentences were. suspended var- 
iously from between three and five years 
in the three cases. 

The court assumed that there were 
people behind the main accused, Darko, 
and did not exclude the possihility that 
the case could have concerned his superi- 
ors, without going into this point more 
closely, 


Hr videos are not the only enter- 
tainment available in West Germiın 
homes that could make you sick. Some’ 
computer games are nauseating, tnd al- 
most every fourth household in the Fed- 
eral Republic now has a home computer 
on which to play them. " 

Neo-Nazis have smuggled into the 
black market games such as "Hitler and 
Hess," “Made'in Buchenwald" or "Adolf 
Hitler jr,” whose primitiveness and of- 
fensiveness cannot be outdone. 

The Bonn-based Bundesprüfstelle 
(the Federal government agency for 
monitoring comics, magazines and Vide-' 
os for their suitability for children and 
adalescents) has placed on its index 107 
games which promote racial hatred, ra- 
cial incitement and glorification of viol- 
ence, 

The examiners in Bonn are con- 
vinced, however, that they: have. only 
dealt with “the tip of the iceberg," Many. 
parents would be amazed st the floppies 
their children are pushing into their 
computers, 

The computer game “The Nazi” is 


onc cxample, producer unknown. There 
are 21 questionsr¬#ÃA-player must select 


one of three answers for each question 
and is.praised or criticised according to 
the answers he or she gives, 


hahd-grênade into his taxi? ; i. ; 


Pig" or “the worst kind' öf Tamil tat,” 
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lacal politiciuns is limited. "The city isin 
debt and there is no money from the stale 
of Hesse or central government for home 
building. 

In one point all parties "grec. Mayor 
Brick says along will his SPD Opponent 


Volker Hauff that private investors, who 


pour billions into Frankfurt for new, pak 
atial offices should be obliged to invest in 
housing. 

Becnuse until now only enipty expres. 


sions of intent hive been niade, Hauff 


woul like to make planning permissioh 
fûr offices be dependent on a conimil 
ment to builcl housing. : 


The displeasure of long-time Frankfuit ۰ 


‘residents about the ineffective housing pol- 

icies of the ruling CDU has improved (he 

electoral chances of the SPD Opposition, 
But Volker Fauff knows only too well 


that he must find successful remediés if 


he docs nol want lo disappoint expect 
ations swiftly. 

The new housing shortitge is not only a 
Social problem; it threatens to unbalance 
the city's economic development. Com- 
pany personnel departments are worried 
about the complaints their employees 
make about their vain searches for ûe. 
commodation. : 

City planners have realised too lale 
that having available accommodation al 
all price levels is important for the econ- 
omic wellbeing of the city, Otherwise it 


will be unattractive to live in throbhing 
Frankfurt because rents cat away too ' 


large a proportion of incomes, That is the 
‘price that has to be paid for the nickname 
"Mainhattan. Michael Best 


{(Deuches Allgemeines Sunntagshlall. 
Humburg, û Junuury | 9R9) 


Dozens of stulenls took sleeping: 
bags and lay on beds in the furniture de- 
partment of the posh KaDeWe depart’ 
INL sleore in the cily_or--have takên ù 
thick groundlsheet andl slecping-bag and 
made ù public protest in Berlin's 
Kurfûrstendanım. 

The Berlin organisation to give sUc- 
colr tO Aids patients has demonstritted 
in a strcel playlet that many seriously-ill 
people have hadl 10 turn to friends for 
shelter or live in iccomntodation with 
an outside toile, 

People looking for accommodation 
paste nolices on Berlin [rees and lamp” 
posts offering up lo DM 10,000 reward 
for a tip about bargain accommodation. 
. < Because of the aculc housing shortage 
Berlin's SPD has propose an experiment 
to build homes under the management ol 
the local quthorily in the‘ same way as 
sehools and other public buriklings. 

The city could exercise ils aplion to 
purchase properly and have a participa 


‘tion on real estate It owns either by 


building itself or through: non-profit 
housing associations. : 

The: opposition. SPD would !‘reintro- 
duce tied rents, ا‎ 1 

Otto Edel of the housing committee 
of Berlin's House of.-RepresemtatiYes; 
said that without such an arrangement I 
would. be inpossiblo for Berlin: to get 
out of its special difficultles:. 

Despite recent experiences the CDU, 
believes that is a totally wrong! AP” 


proach. The party has promised in İS 
campaign programme for the.elegHOns 


for the city's parliament, schedtled to 
take .place at the end. of January. that 


30,000 new apartments will ıbe U, 


over the next four years. 1 .' 
Heinz-Viktor :Siign;: spokesman. fof 
housing in the. 2i 
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be able to-afford to live-in the city but so, 
fo a worrying extent, will the mlddle 


classes.” 


He said that the municipal authorities 
will be accused of having acted knowingly 
against the interests of old residents in or- 
der to get living space for -high-intome 
groups. People with low to medium in- 
comes will have to accept going further 


and further away from their place of work, 


'' The question of living icoommodation 
has become a burning topic in the run-up 
to the local elections, scheduled to take 


place on 12 March this year. 


` The ruling CDU municipal authorities 
are campaigning with ‘a programme of 


400 financially-supported new apart- 
ments. ‘The first should be ready for oc- 
cupation early in the coming year. 


Thousands have put in applications for 


the apartments, further evidence of the 

despairing search for accommodation by 

many families. : : 
The SPD and the Greens mainitain that 


the authorities have been too slow, They 


promise to make swift decisioné about 
Hittle-used industrial real estate, particu- 
larly the large area in the port area on the 
River Main, for building homes. They 
would also act more decisively against 
abuses. E 

But the room for manoeuvre among 


Demand forces 


¬“ peöþléê TREo™ 
“concrete jüigle 


in any other part of the Federal Repub- 


lic 
Nevertheless, aocording to builders, 
tenants ‘are standing *“in 


But the Berlin housing market is very 


limited for modestly-priced accommo- 


dation. Yet people who cannot pay the 
.high rents 


move out to less expensive accommocla- 


in the city centre cannol 


tion in the suburbs as in other cities. . 
lt was assumed that fixed rents of A 


year ago for old accommodation’ woul 
increase only about five per cent over 
the year, and not more than ten per cent 
for newly-built apartments, But rents 
have shot up i lot more thin that. 


Quite openly the house-owners asso- 


ciation magazine revealed to its readers 
that even: if rents go over'the 10-per- 
cent increase mark only a civil lawsuit 
be taken up and not a case'involving 
aHnê. '. .. ° Moa E 


` There are no exact figures about the 


number of people.in ‘Berlin.who.are on 
the lookout for accommodation. 


At present there are about 70,000 peo- 


ple in low-income groups with 'a priority 
certificate for housing looking for homes, 
and 20Û,000 of them have a certificate 
showing:that they are emergency cases, 


A ` Berlin newspaper has reported 


about’ a family of 12 who, for ۾‎ year, 
lived in a small flat of two'normal rooms 
and a small room, for instance, .. 


‘Young people ‘who were' homelesg 
se :İni' the borough of 
public attention- 


oes oh fs 


expensive ( 


polential 
queues a mile long" to occupy posh 
apartments in the Grunewald district at 
DM30 per square metre, heating extra, 


squatted in a hou 
Kreuzberg just to dra 
to their-plight in wintêr;' ` 
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Wl RESIDENTIAL ACCOMMODATION 


The other side of the Mainhattan coin: 


must be adjusted to the price paid for the 
property. a. 

Old tenants are in the way, paying 
rents at levels prevailing in the 1960s and 
[970s. Investors would mqgke a, loss. Be- 
sides, morlgage deadlines must be met. 

The gentle way of getting rid of sitting 
tenants is to offer them. between 
DM10,000 and DM20,000 to leave, but 
increasing rents after renovations is more 
cffcetive, 2 

If that does not work then some black 
sheep among the speculators brick up the 
chinıneys for the oil stoves in winter, take 
off the roof or transform the apartments 
into a building site for months on end. 

Describing Frankfurt in the year 2000 
the Basle cily planner Hartmut E, Arras 
has warmed the municipal authorities 
about their acceptance of housing market 
trends, 

If cily planning is geared totally to 
commerce and industry, if there is a econ- 
centration on building more and more 
skyscrapers: for offices, then “not only 
will people in lower income groups not 


| months ago Berliners look- 
mE for rented accommodation 
would noi look at the notorious high- 


rise Mãrkisches Viertel housing_estate - 


for love nor money, 
The situation has since changed radi- 
cally. The non-profit-making housing 


. .SSOCiation. Gesobau -alone--has 4,000 -- 


applicants on its books, 1,000 of them 
with a certificate stating.they are emerg- 
ency cases. 

Al present only 800 of the 15.000 
Gesobau apartments go vacant annual- 
ly. applicants’ prospects are abys- 
mal. 

Gesobau managing director Rolf 
Brüning denied rumours that apart- 
ments in the Mãrkisches Viertel] could 
only be got by bribery. 

He said that new guidelines for the.a]- 
location of accommodation have been 
introduced to counter accusations of 
fiddling. 

In view of the acute shortage of ac- 
commodation in Berlin it should at leaşt 
be possible to check that the allocation 
of accommodation is done fairly. 

The result of the recent census haş re- 
vealed that therê iş a Particularly grave 
“new accommodation need" in West 
Berlin. 1 

For some time it has been common 
knowledge that there are about 60,000 


‘too few apartments in the city and 


120,000 more citizens than projections 
reckoned so far, ر‎ 

The situation beéame miich Eraver 
when the CDU-FDP coalition govern- 
ment in Berlin lifted the fîxed-rents re- 
BUlations for old iccnmmodation in 
Berlin a year ABU, 

Berlin's Senator for Housing,’ Georg 
Wittwer (CDU), unswercd Opposition 
And tenant association criticism by say- 
ing that there wus cnough accommoda- 
tion available’ in ‘Berlin, Tenants were 
asked lo be reasonable, - < 

, An official investigation now: con- 
٤ Irms, however, that luxury apartntents 
in West Berlin are more cexpensive than 


a city (o0 


corner huuse in Saclısenhauşen, 

Frankfurt, builı ar’ the turn of thé 
century and listed as of historical inter- 
est, was sold nine months ago. 

‘Since then the tenants have needed a 
gond lawyer to continue living in their 
apartntents there. Some have been in oc- 
cupancy for morc than 30 years, 

The frst thing the new owner did was 
to increase rents the 30 per cent permit- 
led by law. Then'came an olfer of comp- 
cnsition lo move out along with esli- 
mutes for rents after renovation, 

Doble glazing, central heating, batlı- 
rfuoms’ dnd improved electrical wiring 
werd sulcl te justify a rent increase of û 
further $Û percent. 

The tenants on the second floor, a 
wanin who lives aloie with ' her Iwo 
udult celildren, challenged the prûpvsul 
moadernistıtion because she could not af- 
ford lo puy the rent after the work had 
been done and there wus no other inex- 
Pensive accommoclation in the district, 

A citizens” initiative kfoup has been 
formed in Sachsenhausen because the 
old building in the district is nut u unique 
case, Out of goud neighbourliness the 
Broup intends to assist in the main help- 
less, elderly people. 

When an elderly couple went a week 
without heating — the landlord disman- 
tled the oil stove and was having central 
heating instalkld — the neighbours 
xteppedl iıı with ùn clectrie fire. 

The group ‘demanded to know from 
Frankfurt's mayor, Wulfram Brick, 
ر‎ .—Biutherthe apparent developmen! uf the 
: district was in line with the political in- 

tents uf the majority party in the city 
council. 

In an open letler the group asked: “Do 
You intencl ta nuintain the livelihnads 
and the possibililles to make a home for 
elderly and forcign citizens, families with 
children, students and householders who 
have average and limited incomes? 

“I you do, what is being done in view 
of ıhe fact that more and more wealthy 
peuple are moving into the district who 
are prepared and able to pay almost any- 
thing for rent and any price when buying 
an apartment?" 

The pressure on all the old Frankfurı 
residential districts is a consequence of 
the economic boom in servicés indus- 
tries, the price Frankfurt has had to pay 
for the city’s elevation to a financial cen- 
tre of intern ational standing, 

În banking alone more than 3,000 jobs 
are created annually. The new, well-paid, 
middle-class people, mainly un-marrieds 
or double-income na-kids couples, arc 
looking for attractive city apartments 
close to their work, to the theatres, cine- 
mas, museums, resturants and pubs. 

Mudernised old apartments with dou- 
ble-doors, piarqurt foors and stucco ceil- 
ings are more fashionable than a praper- 
ty in the Taunts, 

According tn location high-standard 
AParinents are heing offered at rents of 
betwecn 15 andl 25 deutschemarks per 
sqliıre Mutre. 

Real estate agents and investors do 
gOoul husiness where there is emand, 
Thuy prefer to buy old buildings, muder- 
nise the tpartments for lense ıl high rents 
ur" forrexsale. 

They have Ww do‘thal because the 
prices ut which they were buying apart- 
ment blocks huve explodud lutely. 

If they want to make their Investments 
worthwhile the prospective nel ‘ineone 


iıı 


